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VATICANISM  IN  GERMANY, 

AND  IN  THE  UNITED  STATES. 


The  present  attitude  of  Germany  toward 
Rome,  is  not  one  of  hostility  to  the  Roman 
Catholic  Church  as  a  spiritual  power,  hut 
as  a  temporal  one,  assuming  authority  above 
-the  State.  Except,  so  far  as  it  comes  in  con¬ 
flict  with  the  church  doctrine  of  infallibility, 
it  is,  in  no  sense  of  the  term,  a  religious  move¬ 
ment  ;  it  is  simply  the  German  Empire  as¬ 
serting  its  supremacy  in  matters  of  State 
over  what  has  been  called  by  the  defenders 
of  the  Romish  Church,  the  Apostolio  Em¬ 
pire. 

The  question  to  be  settled  by  the  German 
Empire  is  one  of  allegiance  to  its  laws. 
The  Romish  Church,  both  in  theory  and 
practice,  holds  its  first  allegiance  to  the 
Apostolic  Empire,  with  the  Pope  as  its  su¬ 
preme  head  ;  its  second  allegiance  to  the 
German  Empire,  with  King  William  as  its 
ruler.  The  adherents  of  this  church  num¬ 
ber  many  millions  ;  its  teachings  have  be¬ 
come  part  of  their  faith,  and  thus  Germany 
has  within  its  borders  citizens  who  claim 
its  protection  and  the  full  benefit  of  its  laws, 
and  yet  hold  an  allegiance  to  a  foreign 
potentate  whose  , orders  they  are  hound  to 
■obey,  even  though  obedience  brings  them 
into  direct  antagonism  with  the  State  whose 
citizens  they  claim  io  he. 

This  anomaly  was  one  which  early  at¬ 
tracted,  not  only  the  attention  of  Bismarck, 
hut  other  distinguished  statesmen,  some  of 
whom  were  earnest  Catholics  devoted  to  the 
church  and  yet  sensible  of  their  duty  to  | 
the  Empire.  They  saw  that  two  powers 
claiming  equal  or  superior  jurisdiction,  could  I 
not  exist  without  the  final  submission  of 
one  to  the  other.  It  would  eventually  come 
about,  either  through  bloody  conflict  or  peace¬ 
ful  measures.  The  questions  with  these 
statesmen  were  simply,  shall  Germany  be 
ruled  by  Rome  or  by  herself  ?  Shall  the 
laws  of  the  Empire  he  weaker  than  the  words 
of  the  Pope  ?  On  these  points  there  could 
he  no  compromise  ;  it  must  he  oue  or  the 
other — the  supremacy  of  the  German  Empire 
or  the  supremacy  of  the  Apostolic  Empire. 

The  breaking  out  of  the  war  with  France 
postponed  the  settlement  of  a  question  which 
had  long  been  pending.  The  close  of  tire 
war  found  the  German  Empire  ufbre  thor¬ 
oughly  nationalized  than  at  the  opening. 
Its  several  parts  were  more  united  ;  its  bor¬ 
ders  were  enlarged  ;  its  people  were  more 
devoted  to  the  interest  and  advancement  of 
the  Empire  ;  in  a  word,  it  had  grown  in  the 
midst  of  a  destructive  war. 

France  no  longer  dreaded  as  an  ally  of 
Rome  ;  Italy  far  from  friendly  to  the  Papal 
doctrine  of  infallibility  ;  Austria  too  intent 
on  keeping  peace  with  a  nation  flushed  with 
victory,  and  guarded  by  the  best  equipped 
-standing  army  in  all  Europe,  gave  to  Ger¬ 


many  the  opportunity  which  she  .had  sought 
for  years,  to  say  to  the  Roman  Catholic 
Church,  “As  a  spiritual  power  you  can  con¬ 
tinue  in  Germany,  hut  as  a  temporal  power, 
claiming  equal  authority  with  the  laws  of 
the  Empire,  you  hereby  receive  notice  to 
vacate  the  State  or  obey  its  laws.  Henceforth 
the  German  Empire  assumes  full  control  of 
its  citizens,  and  the  Apostolic  Empire  must 
conform  to  the  new  order  of  things.1’ 

By  its  recent  acts  toward  the  Romish 
Church;  Germany  simply  proclaims  its  inde¬ 
pendence  and  asserts  its  sovereignty.  Hence¬ 
forth  the  German  citizen,  whether  he  bo  a 
bishop,  a  priest,  ora  layman,  can  appeal  for 
protection  to  the  State  against  the  rigors  or 
injustice  of  ecclesiastical  law.  If  the  Pope 
of  Rome  seeks,  through  the  bishops,  to  fine  or 
imprison  a  Catholic  citizen,  or  to  deprive 
him  of  his  honors  or  his  property,  or  to  mo¬ 
lest  him  in  any  way,  the  punishment  can 
only  ho  inflicted  by  first  obtaining  the  con¬ 
sent  of  the  punished,  and  even  then  it  must 
not  violate  the  laws  of  the  realm.  This,  it 
will  he  noted,  destroys  the  temporal  power 
of  the  church,  and  only  the  temporal  power  ; 
for  it  leaves  untouched  the  faith  which  rec¬ 
ognizes  the  Pope  as  the  spiritual  head  of  the 
church.  Therefore,  the  movement  in  Ger¬ 
many  is  political  and  not  religious  in  its 
character,  more  defensive  than  aggressive, 
and  though  the  Romish  Church  throughout 
the  world  may  endeavor  to  construe  it  into 
a  movement  of  religious  persecution,  the 
unprejudiced  observer  will  see  iu  it  nothing 
hut  the  exercise  of  an  inherent  right  on  tha 
part  of  a  nation  to  compel  all  church  or 
other  organizations  to  submit  to  its  laws, 
and  to  enjoy  their  forms  of  worship  on  the 
basis  of  equality,  each  entitled  to  respect 
and  protection,  and  all  required  to  conform 
to  the  laws  of  the  only  temporal  sovereign, 
the  State. 

vATicAxis:.r. 

To  better  understand  the  causes  which 
have  led  to  the  suppression  of  the  temporal 
power  of  the  Roman  Church,  or  to  the  sub¬ 
ordination  of  the  Apostolic  Empire  or  Ro¬ 
man  Hierarchy  to  the  civil  laws  of  the  Ger¬ 
man  Empire,  we  should  first  understand  the 
character  of  Vaticanism,  the  power  from 
which  the  Hierarchy  derives  its  authority, 
aud  on  which  it  bases  its  claims  to  make  its 
own  laws  and  to  annul  these  of  the  State 
which  in  any  way  interfere  with  its  prerog- 
[  atives. 

What  is  Vaticanism?  To  give  a  detailed 
|  answer  that  would  cover  all  its  claims  and 
|  set  forth  all  its  pretentions  to  the  exercise  of 
j  temporal  authority,  would  till  a  volume. 
The  briefest  reply  is  the  oue  most  compre- 
i  hensive.  Vaticanism  is  Papal  authority  in 
I  its  organized  form,  or,  the  will  of  the  Vati- 
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can  as  expressed  through,  canonical  and  ec¬ 
clesiastical  laws ;  a  system  arrogating  to 
itself  the  divine  right  of  governing,  both  in 
politics  and  religion,  the  whole  domain  of 
Roman  Catholic  Christendom.  The  Vatican 
decrees  are  held  to  be  the  supreme  command 
of  God,  through  the  Rope,  to  his  faithful 
subjects,  to  be  obeyed  by  them  on  all  ques¬ 
tions  of  faith  and  morals,  of  civil  'and  relig¬ 
ious  duty.  Therefore,  whatever  the  Vatican 
decrees  becomes  a  law,  imperative,  absolute, 
to  be  obeyed  and  not  to  be  gainsaid  by  any 
within  the  province  of  the  Romish  Church. 

What  is  the  nature  of  its  power  ?  How 
far  can  Vaticanism  go  in  the  government  of 
a  people  ?  These  are  questions  on  which 
Catholics  are  divided,  and  the  solution  of 
which  is  continually  affecting  the  unity  of 
the  Church.  The  majority  of  the  adherents 
of  the  Romish  Church  believe  in  the  univer¬ 
sal  or  supreme  authority  of  Vaticanism,  are 
loyal  to  its  decrees,  and  subordinate  their 
allegiance  to  their  country,  to  their  higher 
allegiance  to  the  Pope,  recognizing  in  him 
the  only  sovereign  who  derives  his  authority 
from  God,  who  through  such  derivation  has 
the  right  to  command  their  allegiance. 

Other  Catholics,  no  less  sincere  in  their 
devotion  to  the  church  than  the  ones  men¬ 
tioned,  hold  to  the  doctrine  that  Vaticanism 
has  no  relation  to  the  State,  except  through 
tlid  force  of  example  ;  that  its  province  is 
spiritual,  and  not  in  any  sense  political,  and 
that  the  Vatican  decrees  are  simply  directory 
in  their  character,  confined  to  church  dis¬ 
cipline,  and  have  no  binding  force  over  a 
citizen  in  his  relations  to  the  State  in  which 
he  claims  citizenship. 

Here  we  have  a  division  of  opinion  in  a 
church  that  recognizes  a  common  head. 
Both  sides  of  the  question  admit  the  spiritual 
authority  of  the  Pope  as  the  head  of  the 
church,  both  agree  in  all  matters  of  discip¬ 
line,  but  a  line  divides  them  on  a  question  of 
temporal  power,  the  one  claiming  him  to  be 
above  the  princes  of  the  earth,  the  other 
asserting  that  he  has  no  political  power.  In 
Germany  this  division  is  marked,  and  has 
led  to  a  serious  split  in  the  church.  The 
result  has  been,  the  dissenters  from  the  ac¬ 
cepted  meaning  and  scope  of  Vaticanism 
have  banded  together,  and  under  the  name 
of  Old  Catholics  are  daily  gaining  converts 
to  what  they  deem  the  only  true  doctrine  on 
which  Catholicism  can  stand.  But  as  these 
dissenters,  or  old  Catholics  are  largely  in  the 
minority,  we  must  accept  the  assumption  of 
Vaticanism,  of  its  right  to  supremacy  over 
civil  law  as  the  vital  point  at  issue  between 
the  German  Government  and  the  Church  of 
Rome. 

Gladstone,  in  speaking  of  these  Vatican 
decrees,  says:  “In  the  presence  of  these 
decrees  it  is  no  longer  possible  for  English 
Catholics  to  pay  to  their  sovereign  a  full 
and  undivided  allegiance.”  Aud  again, 
“The  Vatican  decrees  do,  in  the  strictest 
sense,  establish  for  the  Pope  a  supreme  com¬ 
mand  over  loyalty  and  civil  duty.”  And 
agaiu  he  says  with  great  clearness  : 


“It  is,  in  my  opinion,  an  entire  mistake 
to  suppose  that  theories  like  those  of  which 
Rome  is  the  centre,  are  not  operative  on  the 
thoughts  and  actions  of  men.  An  army  of 
teachers,  the  largest  and  most  compact  in  the 
world,  is  ever  sedulously  at  work  to  bring 
them  into  practice.  Within  our  time  they 
have  most  powerfully,  as  well  as  mo3t  in¬ 
juriously,  altered  the  spirit  and  feeling  of 
the  Roman  Church  at  large  ;  and  it  will  be. 
strange  indeed  if,  having  done  so  much  in 
the  last  half  century,  they  shall  effect  noth¬ 
ing  in  the  next.” 

THE  TEMPORAL  POWER  OP  ROME. 

It  is  with  this  power  of  Vaticanism — teach¬ 
ing  to  German  subjects  tire  fatal  doctrine  of 
Papal  infallibility  ;  dividing  them  in  their 
loyalty  to  the  Empire  ;  disturbing  them  in 
their  civil  relations  to  the  realm  ;  and  sow¬ 
ing  seeds  of  political  and  religious  dissen¬ 
sions — that  Bismarck  has  to  deal.  It  has 
been  said  that  Bismarck  is  the  power  behind 
the  throne,  but  this  is  true  only  in  the  sense 
of  his  representative  character.  In  this  Bis¬ 
marck  represents  the  spirit  of  progressive 
Germany  ;  the  soul  of  the  new  Empire  that  is 
shaking  off  the  chains  of  the  past,  and  rising 
up  like  a  youthful  giant  to  enjoy  its  liber¬ 
ties,  enforce  its  rights,  aud  become  tlie  leader 
among  the  nations  of  Europe.  It  is  the  irre-  . 
pressible  spirit  of  the  German  people  who 
long  to  see  the  Empire  supreme  within  its 
own  borders,  that  impels  Bismarck,  as  its 
best  and  most  courageous  representative  to 
lead  the  movement,  not  against  the  Catholic 
faith,  hut  against  the  temporal  power  which 
Vaticanism  or  Papal  authority  has  exercised 
over  the  civil  law  for  more  than  half  a  cen¬ 
tury. 

The  movemeut  is  not  a  sudden  one.  It  is 
the  result  of  deliberate  judgment  formed 
from  the  experience  of  years.  Leading  Ger¬ 
man  statesmen  for  the  past  twenty  years 
have  seen  in  the  assumption  of  the  Romish 
Hierarchy,  a  danger  which  would  eventually, 
unless  checked,  destroy  the  integrity  of  the 
State.  They  saw,  with  alarm,  a  church 
which  had  been  invited  to  enjoy  the  freedom 
accorded  by  Prussian  laws  to  other  churches, 
abusing  the  spirit  of  toleration,  and  trans¬ 
forming  what  was  granted  as  a  privilege  into 
a  divine  right  above  the  laws  of  the  realm 
and  responsible  only  to  Rome.  They  beheld 
a  church  which  had  come  to  them  humbled, 
shattered,  destitute,  glad  to  accept  their  hos¬ 
pitality  and  the  protection  of  their  liberal 
laws,  grow,  not  in  sympathy  with  the  na¬ 
tion  which  sheltered  it,  hut  in  sympathy 
with  a  foreign  potentate,  whose  commands 
taught  its  followers  uot  gratitude  and  loyalty 
to  Prussia,  but  supreme  loyalty  to  Rome. 

From  1821  to  1S37,  the  Roman  Church 
quietly  acquiesced  in  those  civil  laws  which 
Prussia  had  established  for  her  own  safety. 
In  fact,  one  of  the  conditions  on  which  the 
Romish  Church  was  re-established  in  Prussia, 
shortly  after  1815,  was  a  willing  submission, 
to  Prussian  laws.  This  was  cheerfully  given, 
and  the  Church  and  State  lived  in  harmony 
until  about  1S44,  when  the  secret  intrigues 
of  the  Order  of  Jesuits  began  to  bear  fruits,. 
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in  the  shape  of  new  demands  and  aggres¬ 
sions  on  the  part  of  the  church.  The  Con¬ 
stitution  of  1850  gave  the  Papal  Hierarchy 
its  first  strong  hold  upon  the  State.  Under 
the  plausible  plea  of  “the  freedom  of  tho 
Church,”  it  secured!  certain  rights  which 
became  the  levers  to  overturn  restrictions 
placed  upon  it.  The  power  of  supervision, 
still  retained  by  Prussia  in  her  Constitution 
of  1850,  soon  became  a  dead  letter,  so  far  as 
it  applied  to  the  Romish  Hierarchy,  and  the 
church  as  it  grew  in  strength_increased  in 
arrogance,  until  its  pretentious  of  authority 
and  open  defiance  of  law,  made  it  absolutely 
necessary  for  the  State  to  surrender  its  au¬ 
thority  to  Romo,  or  at  once  take  such  steps 
as  would  subordinate  the  Romish  Church  to 
the  same  laws  which  governed  other  religious 
organizations  in  the  realm. 

The  measures  necessary  to  restrict  Papal 
authority  were  delayed  from  year  to  year. 
Italy  under  the  finger  of  the  Pope  ;  Austria 
obedient  to  his  commands  ;  France  the  nat¬ 
ural  enemy  of  Prussia,  and  governed  by 
Napoleon,  who  drew  his  inspiration  from 
Rome,  made  the  work  of  self-protection,  not 
only  hazardous  to  the  peace  of  the  realm, 
but  perilous  to  national  existence. 

In  the  meantime  the  Papal  Hierarchy  grew 
in  boldness,  and  became  more  exacting  in  its 
demands.  Romish  Bishops  entered  Govern¬ 
ment  schools  and  instructed  teachers,  ap¬ 
pointed  and  paid  for  by  the  State,  what  they 
should,  and  what  they  should  not  teach. 
When  called  to  an  account  for  this  abuse  of 
a  supervising  privilege  granted  them,  they 
arrogantly  replied,  that  every  Catholic  teach¬ 
er  was  subject  to  their  control,  and  this,  not 
through  the  laws  of  Prussia,  but  under  the 
laws  of  the  Church. 

THE  CONFLICT  A  POLITICAL  ONU. 

The  Romish  organs  of  Papacy  have  endeav¬ 
ored  to  transform  the  purely  defensive  and 
political  policy  of  Germany  into  a  bitter  per¬ 
secution  of  the  Catholic  Church.  Nothing 
could  be  wider  from  the  trutii,  for  the  Cath¬ 
olic  Church,  to-day,  eujoy3  equal  privileges 
in  Germany  with  the  Evangelical  Church. 
Its  liberty  of  conscience  has  not  been  inter¬ 
fered  with  ;  its  forms  of  worship  remain  the 
same  as  ever  ;  the  persons  of  its  priests  and 
bishops  are  protected,  and  its  14,000,000  of 
followers  have  all  the  rights  accorded  to  the 
25,000,000  who  worship  under  the  forms  of 
the  Evangelical  Church.  In  fact,  religious 
and  civil  liberty  were  never  greater  in  Ger¬ 
many  than  in  the  presence  of  this  movement, 
which  seeks  to  increase  personal  liberty  by 
removing  from  the  State  a  tyranny,  which, 
in  the  name  ofGodandthe  Church,  proclaims 
itself  not  only  the  owner  of  the  citizen’s 
conscience,  but  the  God-appointed  judge, 
over  and  above  the  nation  itself.  Therefore, 
it  should  be  borne  in  mind,  in  order  to  form 
a  correct  idea  of  the  German  movement,  that 
the  legislation  of  Prussia  and  the  Empire  is 
directed,  not  against  the  Catholic  faith,  but 
against  a  Hierarchy,  which  proclaims  ec¬ 
clesiastical  law  to  be  above  the  civil,  and  the 
Pope  above  the  King. 

The  whole  question  was  plainly  stated  by 


Bismarck  in  his  speech  of  March  10,  1S73. 
He  said  : 

“  In  my  opinion,  the  question  with  which 
we  are  occupied  is  falsified,  and  the  light  in 
which  we  view  it  is  likewise  false,  when  it  is 
represented  as  a  question  of  Church  or  of  con¬ 
fession.  It  is  really  a  political  question  ;  it 
lias  nothing  to  do  with  the  struggle  of  an 
Evangelical  djmasty  against  the  Catholic 
Church — though  some-  would  persuade  our 
Catholic  fellow-citizens  that  this  is  the  issue  ; 
it  does  not  enter  into  the  strife  between  faith 
and  unbelief ;  it  is  concerned  only  with  the 
immemorial  conflict  of  authority — old  as  the 
human  race — the  conflict  between  kingship 
and  priestism.  *  *  *  *  The  Papacy  has 
ever  been  a  political  power  which,  with  the 
greatest  audacity,  and  with  momentous  con¬ 
sequences,  has  iuterferred  in  the  affairs  ofthi3 
world;  which  has  striven  after  such  encroach¬ 
ment,  and  held  this  in  view  as  its  programme. 
That  programme  is  well  understood.  The 
goal  which,  like  the  Frenchman’s  dream  of 
an  unbroken  Rhine  boundary,  floats  before 
the  Papal  power — the  programme  which,  in 
tho  time  of  the  mediaeval  emperors,  was  near 
its  realization,  is  the  subjection  of  the  civil 
power  to  the  ecclesiastical.  A  high  political 
aim ;  an  endeavor  which,  however,  is  as  old 
as  humanity,  since  there  have  always  been 
either  shrewd  men  or  actual  priests  who 
have  put  forth  the  pretension  that  the  will 
of  God  was  more  intimately  known  to  them 
than  to  their  fellows;  and  that  ’upon  the 
ground  of  this  pretension  they  had  the  right 
to  rule  their  fellows  ;  and  that  this  position 
is  the  basis  of  the  Papal  pretension  to  sov¬ 
ereignty  is  well  known.” 

This  lucid  statement  of  Bismarck  gives  the 
key  to  the  conflict  now  going  on  in  Germany 
between  Church  and  State,  or,  as  the  illus¬ 
trious  statesman  gives  it,  between  kingship 
and  priestism. 

In  a  speech  delivered  in  Glasgow,  Scotland, 
October  7,  1874,  Dr.  Joseph  P.  Thompson,  of 
Berlin,  thus  referred  to  the  movement : 

“The  conflict  is  not  with  the  Church  of 
Rome,  as  an  ecclesiastical  communion,  but 
with  the  political  doings  of  the  Ultramontane 
party  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Church;  their  de¬ 
fiance  of  the  laws  ;  their  open  contempt  of  the 
civil  authority;  their  open  and  secret  plot¬ 
tings  against  the  Empire.  *  *  Alaboredat- 
tenipt  has  been  made  through  the  press  ofthis 
country  to  convey  the  ’mpression  that  the 
Roman  Catholic  Church  i  persecuted  in  Ger¬ 
many  ;  and  Dr.  Manning  has  gone  so  far  as  to 
say  that  in  Germany  there  is  witnessed  to-day 
the  most  despotic  persecution  of  the  Church 
that  has  been  known  since  the  days  of  Diocle¬ 
tian.  As  an  impartial  observer  during  the 
whole  stage  ofthis  conflict,  I  do  most  solemnly 
and  emphatically  deny  that  there  is  any  per¬ 
secution  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Church  in 
Germany.  I  deny  that  any  man  in  Germany 
is  persecuted,  either  as  an  officer  or  member 
of  that  Church,  or  is  dealt  with  by  law  for 
anything  that  belongs  to  him  or  concerns 
him  in  his  simple  and  proper  capacity  as  a 
j  believer  in  that  faith,  ora  worshipper  in  that 
]  Church  ;  and  I  venture  to  say  that  Dr.  Man- 
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ning  knows  that  ns  well  as  I  do.  *  *  * 
The  quarrel  with  the  bishops  in  Germany  is 
not  that  they  believe  in  the  infallibility  of  the 
Pope,  nor  tiiat  they  openly  teach  this  doc¬ 
trine,  but  that  thej'  use  the  opprobium  of 
ecclesiastical  censure  to  compel  other  men  to 
believe  and  to  teach  this  dogma,  or  to  excite 
tho  ignorant  and  superstitious  against  the 
school  system  provided  by  the  Government, 
because  this  cannot  be  used  for  propagating 
the  decrees  of  the  Vatican  Council.  *  *  * 
With  the  spiritual  discipline  of  the  Romish 
Church,  as  a  society  within  itself,  the  Govern¬ 
ment  does  not  interfere.  In  that  matter  each 
church  is  left  in  the  independent  use  of  its 
powers.  But  the  Government  does  forbid  the 
use  of  physical  pains  and  material  penalties 
— such  as  lines,  imprisonments,  etc. — to  en¬ 
force  ecclesiastical  censures.  Above  all,  the 
Prussian  Government  will  not  suffer  the  offi¬ 
cers  of  a  foreign  politico-ecclesiastical  power 
— Romish  Jesuits  and  the  like — to  use  eccle¬ 
siastical  threats  and  penalties  for  tire  purpose 
of  inciting  and  arraying  its  own  subjects 
against  itself.  It  will  not  suffer  an  ecclesias¬ 
tical  camp,  armed  with  pains  and  penalties, 
to  bo  organized  against  liberty  of  the  person 
or  peace  of  the  realm.  *  *  *  The  State 

is  sovereignty,  and  cannot  admit  any  other 
sovereignty,  temporal  or  spiritual,  between 
its  subjects  and  itself.  You  cannot  forget  the 
time  in  the  history  of  Scotland  and  England, 
when  the  Pope  held  the  scales  between  the 
two  nations,  and  when  the  Papal  Legate  made 
peace  or  war  for  this  island.  That  dictation 
of  Rome  is  attempted  to  be  forced  upon  Ger¬ 
many,  in  our  time,  and  I  feel  that  in  this  war¬ 
fare  Germany  is  fighting  your  battle  over 
again.  She  has  now  been  put  in  front  of  the 
field.  Had  she  failed  in  her  last  war,  Victor 
Emanuel  would  not  now  be  in  Rome  ;  France 
would  be  propping  up  the  Papal  power  with 
her  bayonets,  and  threatening  the  peace  of 
Europe  with  the  decrees  of  the  Vatican  Coun¬ 
cil  in  arms  ;  the  Jesuits  would  have  a  million 
soldiers  at  their  backs,  and  the  Pope  would 
feel  himself  not  only  infallible  but  invinoible. 
It  is  because  Germany  has  defeated  all  this 
that  Germany  is  hated  at  Romo.  It  is  because 
the  Empire  has  been  erected,  binding  all  the 
German  States  under  the  lead  of  the  most 
powerful  Protestant  poweb  of  Europe,  that 
the  Ultramontanes  are  struggling  to  undo 
the  work  of  the  last  four  years.” 

In  the  extracts  quoted  we  have  a  plain 
statement  of  the  question  at  issue,  and  tho 
high  authority  of  the  one  who  gives  it  en¬ 
titles  it  to  confidence  and  belief. 

Therefore,  nothing  can  be  clearer  to  the 
impartial  mind  than  the  assertion  already 
made,  that  the  conflict  in  Germany  is  purely 
a  political  one,  having  no  bearing  whatever 
on  religion,  except  so  far  as  it  denies  to  one 
of  its  leading  branches  the  assumption  of  a 
power  which  belongs  not  to  religion,  but  ex¬ 
clusively  to  tho  political  or  civil  power  of  the 
State. 

PAPAL  SUPREMACY  TO  BE  FEARED  BY  GERMANY. 

There  are  many  people  who  regard  the  re¬ 
ligious  legislation,  so-called,  in  Germany,  as 
uncalled  for.  They  claim  that  Papaoy  means 


peace,  and  that  the  growth  of  the  Romish 
Church,  with  all  its  assumption  of  power- 
over  its  members  and  society,  is  compatible- 
with  the  highest  degree  of  civil  liberty. 

As  a  theory  of  faith,  this  may  be  correct, 
but  tho  experience  of  centuries  proves  it 
wrong  in  practice.  The  history  of  the  world, 
if  it  teaches  anything,  teaches  this  one  fact, 
that  Papal  supremacy  over  the  civil  law  is 
inconsistent  with  the  enjoyment  and  exist¬ 
ence  of  civil  and  religious  liberty. 

Historical  facts  crowd  upon  us  when  we 
seek  the  proof  of  this  statement.  From  the 
dethronement  of  Henry  the  IV.,  of  Germany, 
by  authority  of  Pope  Gregory  VII,  in  the 
11th  century,  down  to  the  compromise  treaty 
at  Westphalia,  in  164S,  not  only  the  soil  of 
Germany,  but  the  soil  of  all  nations  under- 
Romish  domination,  was  drenched  in  the 
blood  shed  in  those  civil  wars,  waged  by 
Romanism,  in  the  name  of  the  Pope,  as  the 
Vicar  of  Christ,  against  all  who  refused  to 
accept  the  dogma  of  tho  Papal  Hierarchy. 

Whatever  may  bo  the  intentions  of  Roman 
Catholicism,  in  the  19th  century,  tie  perse¬ 
cutions  carried  on  in  its  name  and  by  its  sanc¬ 
tion,  for  more  than  ten  centuries,  are  histori¬ 
cal  facts,  and  as  such,  cannot  be  ignored. 
The  past  is  too  often  a  faithful  index  of  the 
future,  and  what  the  Romish  Church  has 
been  in  Spain,  France,  England,  and  Ger¬ 
many,  when  it  had  control  of  the  temporal 
power  of  those  kingdoms,  it  may  be  again,  if 
vested  with  like  authority.  The  horrors  of 
the  Spanish  inquisition,  the  massacre  of  St. 
Bartholomew,  in  which  70,000  unbelievers  in 
the  Romish  faith  were  slain  in  cold  blood ; 
the  persecutions  in  England,  under  the  reign 
of  bloody  Mary,  and  the  horrible  cruelties 
which  characterized  the  Papal  force  during 
the  thirty  year’s  war,  which  devastated  and 
impoverished  Germany,  are  but  single  counts 
in  the  long  list  of  indictments  which  stand 
against  the  past  record  of  the  Romish  Church. 

We  do  not  say  that  these  persecutions  find- 
defense  or  justification  among  the  intelligent 
Roman  Catholics  of  the  present  age,  or  were 
endorsed  at  the  time  by  all  within  the  Church,, 
but  we  do  say  that  they  illustrate  the  tyran¬ 
nical  power  of  the  Roman  Hierarchy  when 
possessed  with  supreme  authority,  and  fore¬ 
shadow  the  policy  which  would  again  be 
adopted,  if  the  Jesuitical  or  Ultramontane 
branch  of  the  Church  should  be  restored  to- 
power. 

Of  all  nations  in  Europe,  Germany  has 
good  reasons  to  dread  the  ascendancy  of 
Papal  authority.  Her  central  position  has 
made  her  the  battle-field  of  nearly  every 
great  war  that  has  desolated  the  Continent. 
Her  soil  has  been  reddened  with  the  blood  of 
her  noblest  sons,  whose  only  crime  was  their 
refusal  to  obey  the  decrees  of  the  Pope. 

Germany  can  never  forget  the  humiliating 
spectacle  of  a  German  Emperor — Henry  IV, 
(1077) — crossing  the*  Alps,  in  the  dead  of 
winter,  to  obey  the  summons  of  Pope  Gregory 
VII ;  his  waiting  for  three  days,  barefooted 
and  poorly  clad,  in  an  outer  court  of  the  Cas¬ 
tle  of  Canossa,  before  the  haughty  Prelate 
would  grant  him  an  audience.  Nor  has  she 


iorgoltea  the  thirty  years’  bloody  war  which 
followed  the  Papal  dethronement  of  lier  Sov¬ 
ereign.  Nor  has  she  erased  from  her  mem¬ 
ory  the  struggle  of  nearly  a  century,  when 
tho  liohenstaufeii  Emperors,  (1138—1234) 
stood  like  a  wall  of  fire  between  her  con¬ 
science  and  the  legions  of  Papacy. 

The  laud  which  gave  birth  to  Luther — 
which  poured  out  its  blood  like  water  to  sus¬ 
tain  the  Reformation  (1517),  which  suffered 
— under  Charles  V  (1547),  and  Ferdinand  II 
(1G1D-57), — horrors  unparalleled  in  the  his¬ 
tory  of  the  Church,  and  which,  through  the 
17th  and  18th  centuries,  has  been  torn  and 
rent  asunder  by  fierce  wars  instigated  by 
Papal  intrigue,  lias  a  natural  right  to  be  jeal¬ 
ous  of  her  liberties  and  to  be  on  her  guard 
against  the  ascendancy  of  a  power  which  has 
caused  her  so  much  suffering  in  the  past. 
To  the  people  of  this  free  land,  the  present 
attitude  of  Germany  toward  the  Romish 
Church,  may  appear  to  be  one  of  selfishness, 
but  to  the  Empire,  which  builds  upon  the 
experience  of  ten  centuries,  it  has  become 
one  of  political  necessity.  Free  from  Papal 
domination,  Germany  has  a  brilliant  career 
before  her — one  that  will  arouse  the  pride  of 
her  children  and  their  descendants  through¬ 
out  the  world.  To-day  she  stands  proudly 
erect  in  her  new  manhood,  not  to  persecute, 
or  shackle  a  doctrine  of  faith,  but  to  declare 
civil  and  religious  liberty  throughout  her 
borders  ;  to  declare  the  supremacy  of  her 
sivil  laws  over  those  which,  in  the  name  of 
the  Church,  would  undermine  her  authority, 
weaken  her  unity,  and  eventually  destroy 
her  liberty. 

OLD  DOCTRINES  KEVIYED. 

The  reign  of  Charles  the  Great,  or.  as  he 
is  more  familiarly  known,  Charlemagne, 
forms  the  connecting  link  between  ancient 
and  modern  history.  He  was  the  most  fam¬ 
ous  of  French  Kings,  and  from  liis  reign  may 
be  dated  the  first  assumption  of  power  by  the 
Pope,  of  Rome  over  the  sovereignty  of  Ger¬ 
many.  t 

If  history  is  to  be  believed,  tliis  King  re¬ 
ceived  from  the  hands  of  the  Pope  the  crown 
and  title  “  Emperor  of  the  West.”  The  story 
as  told  by  Goodrich,  the  historian,  runs  in 
this  wise :  In  the  year  800,  Charlemagne 
visited  Rome,  and  the  Pope,  as  a  testimony 
of  liis  gratitude  for  the  benefits  he  had  re¬ 
ceived,  resolved  to  confer  upon  him  the  title 
of  “  Emperor  of  the  West.”  But  tliis  lie  in¬ 
tended  as  a  surprise  for  the  King.  Accord¬ 
ingly.  on  Christmas  day.  when  the  great 
church  at  Rome  was  crowded  with  people  of 
various  nations,  the  Pope  came  softly  behind, 
the  King,  as  lie  knelt  before  the  altar,  and 
placed  a  crown  upon  his  head.  The  lofty 
dome  resounded  with  the  cry,  “Long  life  to 
Charles  the  August,  crowned  by  the  hand 
of  God  !  Long  life  to  the  Great  Emperor  of 
the  Romans  !”  The  extent  of  this  ruler’s 
empire  may  be  judged,  when  we  say,  that  it 
covered  all  the  territory  now  occupied  by 
Italy,  Germany,  Hungary,  Bohemia,  Poland, 
half  of  Spain,  and  all  of  France. 

l'rom  the  reign  of  Charlemagne  to  the  pre¬ 
sent,  tl: e  Papal  power  has  never  relinquished. 


except  by  force  of  arms,  this  claim  of  supremo 
sovereignty  over  the  German  empire.  If 
Napoleon  ill  had  been  successful  in  his  at¬ 
tempted  conquest  of  Germany,  Pope  Pius  IX 
would  have  conferred  upon  him  a.  crown  and 
title  equal  to  that  which  more  than  a  thou¬ 
sand  years  before  had  beer,  given  to  Char¬ 
lemagne. 

This  claim  to  temporal  sovereignty  is  as 
strong  now  as  it  was  then.  The  following 
extract  from  the  bull  of  ex-communication 
against  Ilenry  IV  by  Gregory  VII  (107G>  is- 
what  is  how  claimed  at  Rome,  with  the  ad¬ 
ditional  force  imparted  to  it  by  the  doctrine 
of  infallibility,  which  has  been  accepted  by 
the  Romish  church  as  a  dogma  of  faith : 

“Now  I  beseech  you,  oh  most  holy  lathers- 
and  .princes,  cause  that  all  the  world  may 
understand  and  know  that  if  ye  are  able  to 
bind  and  loose  in  Heaven,  ye  are  able  upon 
earth  to  give  and  take  away  empires,  king¬ 
doms,  principalities,  marquisates,  duchies, 
eountships,  and  the  possessions  of  all  men, 
according  to  the  desert.s  of  each.  Often  in¬ 
deed,  have  ye  taken  away  patriarchates,  pri¬ 
macies,  archbishoprics,  and  bishoprics,  from 
the  evil  and  unworthy,  and  have  bestowed 
these  upon  men  of  true  piety.  If,  then  ye 
judge  spiritual  things,  what  must  not  be  be¬ 
lieved  of  your  power  over  worldly  things  ? 
And  if  ye  judge  the  angels  who  rule  over  all 
proud  princes,  what  can  you  net  do  to  tlieir 
slaves.” 

As  a  logical  sequence  to  this  assumption 
of  Gregory  VII,  we  have  the  subsequent  dep¬ 
osition  of  Frederick  II  by  Pope  Innocent 
IV,  (1243)  delivered  in  the  presence  of  14R 
prelates  assembled  at  the  Council  of  Lyons. 
After  reciting  the  offence  of  Frederick  against 
the  Church,  Innocent  declares  : 

“That  because  of  his  iniquities  the  Em¬ 
peror  has  been  set  aside  by  God,  from  tho 
sovereignty  of  which  he  has  proved  himself 
so  unworthy,  and  is  stripped  of  all  liis  honors 
and  dignities,  which  judgment  the  apostolic 
See  doth  now  pronounce  and  enforce,  absolv¬ 
ing  all  from  their  oath  of  allegiance  to  him, 
threatening  with  excommunication  all  who 
shall  in  any  way  acknowledge  or  uphold  him 
as  emperor  or  as  king;  and  summoning  the 
electors  of  the  empire  to  choose  at  once  a 
successor  to  its  now  deposed  and  anathema¬ 
tized  head.” 

But  papal  assumption,  was  never  put  in  a 
stronger  light  than  by  Boniface  VIII,  (1294) 
in  his  famous  bull  “  Unam  Sanetam  :  ” 

“  The  Pope  has  two  swords,  the  spiritual 
and  the  temporal ;  the  one  to  be  wielded  by 
the  Church,  the  other  for  the  Cliureh ;  the 
one  by  the  priesthood,  the  other  by  kings  and 
soldiers,  but  this  only  on  the  hint  or  tlie- 
sufferance  of  tho  priest.  One  sword,  how¬ 
ever  must  be  under  the  other,  and  the  tem¬ 
poral  authority  must  be  subject  to  the  spir¬ 
itual  power.  As  saith  the  apostle,  “  there  is 
no  power  but  of  God  ;  the  powers  that  be  are 
ordered  of  God  ;  ”  but  they  would  not  be  in 
order  unless  one  sword  were  under  tho  other. 
If  the  temporal  power  goes  astray  then  must 
it  be  rectified  by  the  spiritual  ;  if  such  a 
power  illtreaU  those  that  are  under  it,  it  has 


a  judge  in  the  higher  spiritual  power  ;  hut 
this  which  is  highest  of  all  can  he  judged  by 
God  only,  not  hyany  man,  a3  saiththe  apos¬ 
tle  ;  “  he  that  is  spiritual  judgeth  all  things, 
yet  he  himself  is  judged  of  no  man.” 
tVlierefore,  we  do  declare,  proclaim,  decree, 
and  determine  hereby  that  every  human 
creature  is  subject  to  the  Roman  Pope,  and 
that  none  can  he  saved  who  doth  not  believe.” 

Ti) at  this  doctrine  of  temporal  supremacy 
is  still  adhered  to  by  the  Ultramontane  school 
of  Romanism,  and  is  advocated  by  some  of 
the  most  illustrious  bishops  of  the  Church 
is  a  fact  of  which  wo  have  abundant  evi¬ 
dence.  In  a  sermon  preached  in  the  Pro- 
Cathedral  at  Kenningston,  October  9,  1S64, 
Dr.  Manning,  speaking  as  for  the  Pope  put 
into  his  mouth  the  following*:-*-11 1  acknowl¬ 
edge  no  civil  power  ;  I  am  the  subject  of  no 
prince  ;  and  I  claim  more  than  this — I  claim 
to  he  the  supreme  judge  and  director  of  the 
consciences  of  men — of  the  peasant  that  tills 
the  field  and  of  the  prince  that  sits  upon  the 
throne  ;  of  the  household  that  lives  in  the 
shade  of  privacy  and  the  legislator  that  makes 
laws  for  kingdoms  ;  I  am  the  sole,  last  sur 
preme  judge  of  what  is  right  and  wrong.” 

This  is  the  power — illustrated  in  the  sen¬ 
timents  that  are  quoted — against  which  the 
German  Empire,  with  Prussia  as  its  leading 
spirit,  is  acting  to-day.  Germany  is  in  ear¬ 
nest  1  In  the  language  of  the  Emperor  Wil- 
*  liam,  to  Earl  Russell :  “The  duty  devolves 
upon  me  of  leading  the  nation  once  more  in 
the  war  maintained  in  former  times,  for  cen¬ 
turies  long,  by  the  German  Emperors,  against 
a  power  whose  domination  has  never  in  any 
country  been  found  compatible  with  the 
freedom  and  the  welfare  of  nations  —  a 
power  which,  if  victorious  in  our  days,  would 
imperil,  but  not  in  Germany  alone,  the  bless¬ 
ings  of  the  Reformation,  liberty  of  conscience, 
and  the  authority  of  law.” 

THE  EMPIRE — ITS  RELIGION,  iC. 

The  geographical  position  of  Germany 
makes  it  naturally  the  keystone  of  the  politi¬ 
cal  system  of  Europe.  Its  central  location 
has  made  it  the  theatre  of  the  great  wars  that 
lor  centuries  past  have  desolated  the  conti¬ 
nent.  With  its  boundaries  exposed  on 
nearly  every  side  it  has  offered  a  tempting 
field  for  conquest.  Until  Bismarck  welded 
the  several  States  into  a  single  empire,  Ger¬ 
man  unity  seemed  more  a  chimera  than  a 
possible  fact.  For  a  long  series  of  years  the 
dream  of  a  grand  German  Empire  floated 
before  the  vision  of  the  illustrious  statesmen, 
but  the  reality  seemed  impossible  until  the 
result  of  the  late  war  aroused  tlio  pride  for 
a  united  nationality,  and,  in  the  hands  of  Bis¬ 
marck,  made  the  Empire  an  accomplished 
fact.  The  military  prestige  of  Prussia  made 
it  the  leading  spirit  of  the  new  Union,  and 
to  her  king,  as  the  Emperor  of  united 
Germany,  the  smaller  States  and  principali¬ 
ties  rendered  willing  allegiance.  The  pres¬ 
ent  Emperor  was  elected  by  a  vote  of  the 
Reichstag  of  the  North  German  Confedera¬ 
tion  on  the  initiative  of  all  the  reigning 
Princes  of  Germany. 

The  constitution  of  the  German  Empire 


under  William  I,  bears  date,  April  1G,  1871. 
Tlie  States  of  the  Empire  number  27.  The 
Bundesrath,  or  Federal  Council,  numbers 
59  members,  and  represents  the  individual 
States  of  Germany.  The  Reichstag  or  Diet 
of  the  Realm,  represents  the  German  nation 
and  numbers  397  deputies. 

The  census  of  December  1,  1871,  shows 
the  population  of  the  Empire  to  be  41,041,- 
485,  divided  as  follows:  Protestants  ,25,579,- 
709;  Roman  Catholics,  14,S67,4G3 ;  Chris¬ 
tian  sects  of  various  denominations,  82,155, 
and  Jews,  512, 15S.  In  Prussia,  in  1871,  65 
per  cent,  of  the  inhabitants  were  Protes¬ 
tants,  and  33£  per  cent.  Roman  Catholi@3, 
while  in  Bavaria  71  per  cent,  were  Roman 
Catholics,  and  27|  per  cent.  Protestants.  In 
the  Reiclisland  of  Alsace-Lorraine,  80  per 
cent,  were  Roman  Catholics  and  17-J-per  cent. 
Protestants. 

The  royal  family  incline  to  the  Evangelic 
faith.  In  Prussia  this  faith  is  shared  by 
about  G4.87  per  cent,  of  the  people.  The 
Roman  Catholic  church  in  this  State  claims 
about  32. 5G  per  cent.,  and  other  creeds  2.57 
per  cent.  In  the  provinces  of  Prussia,  Pom¬ 
erania,  Branderburg  and  Saxony,  the  Prot¬ 
estant  faith  largely  predominates,  while  in 
Posen,  Silesia,  Westphalia  and  Renisli  Prus¬ 
sia,  the  Roman  Catholics  are  in  the  majority. 
The  new  provinces  annexed,  in  1866,  are 
mostly  Protestant  in  their  religious  belief. 
Protestantism  is  gradually  increasing.  Its 
proportionate  growth  is  greater  than  that 
of  Catholicism. 

The  Protestant  church*  is  governed  by 
“consistories,”  or  hoards  appointed  by  the 
Government,  one  for  each  province.  There 
are  also  synods  in  most  circles  and  prov¬ 
inces.  In  the  Rhenish  provinces  it  is  fixed 
by  the  concordat  entered  into  between  the 
Government  and  Pope  Pius  VII.  But  in 
every  other  part  of  the  monarchy,  the  Crown 
has  reserved  to  itself  a  control  over  the  elec¬ 
tion  of  bishops  and  priests.  There  were,  at 
the  census  of  1864,  more  Roman  Catholic 
priests  than  Protestant  ministers,  the  num¬ 
ber  of  the  former  amounting  to  6,706,  and  of 
the  latter  to  6,531.  The  Protestants  at  the 
same  date  had  8,401  churches^  and  1,113 
other  religious  meeting  places,  while  the 
Roman  Catholics  had  5,548  churches,  and 
2,567  chapels,  besides  243  convents  and  mon¬ 
asteries. 

The  higher  Catholic  clergy  are  paid  by  the 
State,  the  Archbishop  of  Breslau  receiving 
£1,700  a  year,-  and  the  other  bishops  about 
£1,135.  The  incomes  of  the  parochial  clergy, 
of  both  sects,  mostly  arise  from  endowments. 
In  general,  Government  does  not  guarantee 
the  stipend,  either  of  Protestant  or  Catholic 
clergymen ;  but  in  some,  parishes  in  tho 
Rhenish  provinces  the  clergy  enjoy  a  publia 
provision. 

Napoleon  overthrew,  in  1806,  ail  that  was 
left  of  the  Old  German  Empire.  Its  previ¬ 
ous  existence  was  more  in  name  than  in  fact. 
At  one  time  it  was  split  up  into  about  three 
hundred  principalities,  each  claiming  for  it- 
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self  absolute  authority.  Religious  wars  be¬ 
tween  these  small  states  kept  the  so-called 
empire  in  a  continual  ferment.  The  new 
empire  dates  from  the  close  of  the  Franeo- 
Prussian  war.  The  military  prestige  of  the 
German  armies,  and  the  statesmanship  of 
Bismarck  welded  into  a  unit,  the  fractions 
which  had  so  long  remained  apart. 

The  French  war  against  Prussia  was  most 
disastrous  to  France.  Aside  from  the  fear¬ 
ful  cost  in  life  and  treasure,  she  was  com¬ 
pelled  to  pay  as  war  indemnity  to  Germany, 
200,000,000  pounds  sterling.  The  wonder¬ 
ful  recuperative  power  of  France  is  shown 
from  the  fact  that  this  immense  sum  was 
fully  paid  at  the  end  of  September,  1S73. 
Besides  this  treaty  indemnity,  Germany  re¬ 
ceived  a  tribute  from  Paris  amounting  to 
6,000,000  pounds  sterling,  and  daring  the 
occupation  of  French  soil,  levied  contribu¬ 
tions,  amounting  in  the  aggregate  to  nearly 
200,000,000  pounds  sterling.  Thus  the 
war,  instigated  b}r  the  Pope,  in  order  to  re¬ 
cover  Italy  by  the  aid  of  French  bayonets, 
had  two  results.  It  struck  into  existence  a 
powerful  Protestant  Empire,  the  germs  of 
which  it  sought  to  crush;  and  it  crippled, 
almost  to  its  death,  the  nation  which  was 
relied  upon  by  tlie  Romish  Hierarchy  to 
subjugate  Europe  to  the  doctrine  of  infalli- 
bilitity  as  believed  by  the  Jesuits  of  France. 

RELIGIOUS  LEGISLATION  IN  GERMANY. 

It  will  be  remembered  by  the  reader,  that 
the  doctrine  of  Papal  infallibility  was  an¬ 
nounced  at  Rome,  July  18th,  1870,  the  same 
month  and  the  same  year,  and  within  48 
hours  from  tlie  time,  July  i G th .  1870,  when 
France,  under  Papal  influence,  declared  war 
against  Prussia.  It  seems  hardly  probable 
that  this  remarkable  coincidence  was  acci¬ 
dental.  The  motive  for  publishing  the  decree 
of  infallibility,  was  to  weaken  Prussia  by 
withdrawing  from  her  the  sympathy  and  aid 
of  Catholic  States  of  the  German  Confedera¬ 
tion,  and  to  divide  her  own  subjects  on  the 
question  of  allegiance  to  King  and  Pope. 
But  the  German  Catholics  had  not  been  par¬ 
tial  to  Ultramontanism,  and  were  uot  to  be 
converted  in  a  moment  to  a  decree  repug¬ 
nant  to  their  spirit  of  independence.  The 
old  war  spirit  was  aroused  by  the  declaration 
from  France,  and  most  of  tlie  smaller  German 
States  agreed  to  make  common  cause  with 
Prussia,  for  they  saw  in  her  downfall  the  de¬ 
parture  of  their  own  freedom.  Bavaria,  the 
strongest  Roman  Catholic  State,  was  loth  to 
join  the  movement,  but  finally,  by  a  majority 
of  one,  joined  hands  with  tlie  rest  of  Ger¬ 
many. 

Since  the  close  of  the  war,  the  Ultramon¬ 
tane  doctrine  has  gained  ground  among  the 
German  Catholics.  Bishops  and  others  of 
influence  in  the  Church  have  surrendered 
their  original  convictions,  and  given  in  a 
loyal  adhesion  to  the  decree  of  infallibility, 
thus  placing  their  allegiance  to  the  Pope 
above  their  allegiance  to  the  Empire.  Many 
Catholics — probably  about  100,000,  have  re¬ 
mained  true  to  their  old  faith,  and  these,  in 
opposition  to  the  Ultramontanes,  are  firmly 
united  under  the  name  of  “Old  Catholics.” 


Here  was  an  element  of  disintegration 
which,  if  not  checked,  would  disturb  the 
peace  of  tlie  Empire.  If  the  States  became 
divided  in  their  allegiance,  the  Catholic 
States  holding  allegiance  to  the  Pope  in  both 
temporal  and  spiritual  matters,  and  the 
Protestant  States  remaining  true  to  the  na¬ 
tion,  it  required  no  prophetic  vision  to  see 
into  the  not  far  future,  a  disruption  of  the 
Empire,  and  the  repetition,  on  a  larger  scale, 
of  the  bloody  struggles  of  the  past. 

To  prevent  this,  tlie  nation  has  exercised 
the  right  which  belongs  to  it..  It  has  placed 
the  Romish  Church  on  the  same  level 
other  churches.  It  has  passed  laws  to  p-se- 
vent  the  growth  of  a  disloyal  sentiment  iia 
tlie  church.  These  laws  differ  very  little* 
from  those  in  force  iu  Austria.  One  of  tliera 
asserts  the  right  of  the  State  to  exerc-lss-  a 
supreme  control  over  the  education  of  th® 
clergy. 

This  is  justified  by  the  State,  on 
grounds  that  it  was  originally  agreed  to  by 
the  church,  and  is  simply  the  revival  of  laws 
already  on  the  statute  book.  Also  on  the 
grounds  that  the  State  pays  the  expenses  of 
the  Bishops,  and  has  the  right  to  supervise 
their  education,  and  the  education  of  those 
whom  they  appoint. 

Another  law  establishes  the  right  of  the 
State  to  superintend  the  discipline  exercised 
over  clergymen  by  the  church. 

The  State  justifies  this  law,  by  claiming, 
that  no  discipline  should  be  exercised  over 
the  clergy  to  enforce  upon  them  a  doctrine 
which  would  array  them  against  the  State. 
The  third  law  defines  the  limits  of  the  eccle¬ 
siastical  power  to  exercise  church  discipline 
over  laymen.  The  State  justifies  this  outlie 
grounds  that  it  has  the  right  to  protect  its 
citizens  against  any  invasion  of  their  per¬ 
sonal  rights,  either  by  the  church  or  other 
power.  The  fourth  law  lays  down  certain 
regulations  for  the  protection  of  those  who 
desire  to  leave  the  church.  This  law  effect¬ 
ually  protects  freedom  of  conscience  through¬ 
out  the  realm. 

Another,  and  more  recent  law,  cuts  off  the 
endowment  of  those  Bishops  who  violate  :  '.a 
laws  of  tlie  realm,  or  publish  decrees,  re¬ 
ceived  from  Rome,  which  have  for  their  object 
the  annulliug  of  the  laws,  and  the  absolving 
of  German  Catholics  from  all  allegiance  to 
the  State. 

These  are  the  principal  laws  relating  to 
the  jurisdiction  of  the  church,  now  in  force 
in  Germany.  They  trench  upon  no  private 
rights,  they  interfere  with  no  personal  exer¬ 
cise  of  religious  faith,  they  trammel  no 
man’s  conscience,  they  simply  deny  to  an 
organized  institution,  having  its  fountain 
head  at  Rome,  the  right  to  exercise  the  inde¬ 
pendent  powers  of  a  kingdom  within  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  German  Empire.  In  his 
dispatch  to  the  United  States  Government, 
dated  July  10,  1870,  George  Bancroft,  our 
minister  at  Berlin,  said:  “The  sentiment 
prevails  that  Germany  is  fighting  the  battle 
of  public  liberty  and  of  independent  nation¬ 
alities.”  So  to-day  it  may  truly  bo  said, 
that  in  her  legislation  to  check  the  growth 
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of  Uitramontanism  “she  i3  fighting  the 
battle  of  public  liberty  and  of  independent 
nationalities.” 

As  the  continental  leader  in  European 
civilization  sho  deserves,  and  will  receive, 
the  sympathy  of  the  liberal  minded  and  en¬ 
lightened  throughout  the  world.  Armed  in 
the  cause  of  justice  and  humanity  ;  freeing 
{  civil  and  religious  liberty  from  the  shackles 
*  of  intolerance  ;  her  attitude. is  one  of  defence 
in  behalf  of  personal  freedom  and  the  Em¬ 
pire  which  makes  it  possible. 

ULTEAMONTAXISil  IX  THE  EXITED  STATES. 

The  natural  syriipathy  which  exists  be¬ 
tween  the  intelligent  German  and  the  intelli¬ 
gent  American,  makes  our  interest  in  the 
present  movement  in  Germany,  national  in 
its  character.  In  the  maintenance  of  the 
German  nation,  on  the  broad  basis  of  civil 
and  religious  liberty,  we  see  our  own  per¬ 
petuity  as  a  Republic.  In  the  triumph  or 
ascendancy  of  Uitramontanism  in  the  Ger- 
'man  Empire,  we  see  the  approach  and  triumph 
of  the  same  power  in  our  own  free  land.  Our 
national  interests  in  the  checking  of  Romish 
assumption  are  mutual,  therefore,  protec¬ 
tion  to  Germany,  as  the  result  of  her  present 
legislation  means  safety  to  America. 

It  may  be  argued  that  the  Jesuitical  or 
Ultramontane  school  of  the  Romish  churoli, 
has  no  respectable  following  among  the  in¬ 
telligent  Catholics  of  the  United  States. 
While  we  are  willing  to  admit  that  the  great 
mass  of  our  Roman  Catholic  citizens  are  loyal 
to  our  Government  and  not  yet  ready  to  admit 
the  doctrine  of  Papal  infallibility  in  the 
sense  of  temporal  or  political  supremacy, 
yet  the  experience  of  the  past  few  years 
proves  that  the  Romish  church  iu  this  coun¬ 
try  is  becoming  more  and  more — under  the 
influence  of  Ultramontane  teachers — hostile 
to  that  broad  Catholic  spirit  which  accords 
to  all  men  the  right  to  assert  individuality 
in  both  religious  and  political  affairs. 

Hitherto,  the  success  of  parties  was  simply 
the  triumph  of  a  civil  policy,  without  any 
religious  significance  whatever.  Political 
parties  were  combinations  of  citizens  of  all 
churches  and  every  faith,  banded  together 
to  control  the  Government,  not  in  the  inter¬ 
est  of  church  and  creed,  but  for  the  good  of 
tho  'whole  people.  Nominations  were  not 
based  upon  tho  religious  opinions  of  the 
candidate,  but  upon  the  general  fitness  of 
the  man  to  fill  the  office.  The  test  of  fitness 
was  not  his  devotion  to  the  Catholic,  or  the 
Presbyterian,  or  the  Methodist  church,  but 
his  fidelity  as  a  man,  and  his  loyalty  as  a 
citizen.  To  this  liberal  spirit,  growing  out 
of  tlie  complete  separation  of  Church  and 
State,  wo  are  indebted  for  that  peace  and 


prosperity  which  have  been  enjoyed  by  each 
religious  denomination,  and  every  citizen  in 
the  land. 

CHURCH  AND  PARTT. 

There  is  a  movement  on  foot  —  not  yet 
crystalized  into  a  policy,  to  be  condemned  or 
advocated  by  its  opponents  or  friends  —  but 
sufficiently  defined  in  its  object  to  excite  in 
the  minds  of  our  citizens  apprehension,  if  not 
alarm.  We  refer  to  that  alliance  of  church 
and  party,  which  in  certain  localities  is  so 
marked  as  to  leave  no  doubt  of  its  purpose. 
This  alliance  is  the  surest  evidence  that  Ui¬ 
tramontanism  which  lias  cursed  Europe  for 
centuries,  is  seeking  a  foothold  upon  our 
soil.  Our  Catholic  clergy  have  a  perfect 
right  to  labor  and  vote  for  the  Democratic 
party,  but  they  have  no  right  to  use  the 
discipline  of  their  Church  to  force  those  who 
believe  in  their  faith,  but  not  in  their  politics, 
to  unite  with  them  at  the  ballot  box. 

Yet  the  coercive  policy  is  the  one  now 
adopted.  The  discipline  of  the  Church  is  to 
be  brought  to  bear  upon  its  followers,  and 
the  Romish  Church,  inspired  by  Jesuitical 
teachings,  is  to  make  common  cause  with 
Democracy,  in  its  endeavor  to  overthrow  the 
Republican  party  and  with  it,  tho  tree  school 
system  which  it  sustains. 

The  legislation  of  Ohio  and  New  York,  es¬ 
pecially  their  city  legislation,  affords  strong 
proof  of  the  design  of  the  Papal  Hierarchy  to 
use  the  Democratic  party  as  the  political 
lever  to  overthrow  the  free  school  system  of 
tho  land.  This  accomplished,  the  door  is 
open  for  the  control  of  other  institutions  in 
the  future,  and  through  a  national  triumph 
of  the  party  to  which  the  Church  is  allied,  to 
a  radical  change  of  our  form  of  government. 

These  possibilities  should  arouse  intelli¬ 
gent  citizens  of  all  creeds,  whether  of  native 
or  foreign  birth,  to  the  danger  that  threatens 
our  country  if  tlieUltramontane. element  of  the 
Church,  through  the  success  of  Democracy, 
should  obtain  control  of  our  national  affairs. 
If  knowledge  of  wliat  has  been  done  in  Ger- 
may,  through  priestism,  will  awaken  our 
people  to  the  designs  of  the  same  power  in 
the  United  States,  tho  linn  stand  of  Bis¬ 
marck  was  not  taken  an  hour  too  soon. 
That  it  may  attract  the  attention  of  every 
American  citizen  and  cause  him  to  labor 
with  greater  fidelity  for  the  party  that  is 
pledged  to  the  maintenance  of  civil  and  re¬ 
ligions  liberty,  the  support  of  the  free 
schools,  and  the  perfect  equality  of  all  men 
before  the  law,  is  not  only  the  hope  of  the 
writer,  but  the  prayer  of  millions  in  Europe, 
who  look  upon  our  free  government  as  the 
young  giant  that  is  yet  to  break  the  fetters  of 
the  world’s  oppressed. 
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Vaticanism  in  Germany, 

AND  IN  THIS 

UNITED  STATES. 


The  present  attitude  of  Germany  toward 
Rome  is  not  one  of  hostility  to  the  Roman 
Catholic  Church  as  a  spiritual  power,  but  as  a 
temporal  one,  assuming  authority  above  the 
State.  Except,  so  far  as  it  conies  in  contact 
with  the  Church  doctrine  of  infallibility,  it  is, 
in  no  sense  of  the  term,  a  religious  movement  ; 
it  is  simply  the  German  Empire  asserting  its 
supremacy  in  matters  of  State  over  what  has 
been  called  by  the  defenders  of  the  Romish 
Church  the  Apostolic  Empire. 

The  question  to  be  settled  by  the  German 
Empire  is  one  of  allegiance  to  its  laws.  The 
Romish  Church,  both  iu  theory  and  practice, 
holds  its  first  allegiance  to  the  Apostolic  Em¬ 
pire,  with  the  Rope  as  its  supreme  head  ;  its 
second  allegiance  to  the  German  Empire,  with 
King  William  as  its  ruler.  The  adherents  of 
this  Chtrrch  number  many  millions;  its  teach¬ 
ings  have  become  part  of  their  faith,  and  thus 
Germany  has  within  its  borders  citizens  who 
claim  its  protection  and  the  full  benefit  of  its 
laws,  and  yet  hold  an  allegiance  to  a  foreign 
potentate  whose  orders  they  are  bound  to 
obey,  even  though  obedience  brings  them  into 
direct  antagonism  with  the  State  whose  citi¬ 
zens  they  claim  to  be. 

This  anomaly  was  one  which  early  attracted, 
not  only  the  attention  of  Bismarck,  but  other 
distinguished  statesmen,  some  of  whom  were 
earnest  Catholics  devoted  to  the  Church  and 
yet  sensible  of  their  duty  to  the  Empire.  They 
saw  that  two  powers  claiming  equal  or  su¬ 
perior  jurisdiction,  could  not  exist  without  the 
final  submission  of  one  to  the  other.  It  would 
eventually  come  about,  either  through  bloody 
conflict-  or  peaceful  measures.  The  questions 
with  these  statesmen  were  simply,  shall  Ger¬ 
many  be  ruled  by  Rome  or  by  herself  I  Shall 
the  law's  of  the  Empire  be  weaker  than  the 
words  of  the  Pope  ?  On  these  points  there 
could  be  no  compromise;  it  must  be  oue  or  the 
other — the  supremacy  of  the  German  Empire 
or  the  supremacy  of  the  Apostolic  Empire. 

The  breaking  out  of  the  war  with  Prance 
postponed  the  settlement  of  a  question  which 
had  long  been  pending.  The  close  of  the  war 
found  the  German  Empire  more  thoroughly 
nationalized  than  at  the  opening.  Its  several 
parts  were  more  united;  its  borders  were  en¬ 
larged;  its  people  were  more  devoted  to  the 
interest  and  advancement  of  the  Empire;  in  a 
word,  it  had  grown  in  the  midst  of  a  destruc¬ 
tive  war. 

France  no  longer  dreaded  as  an  ally  of 
Rome;  Italy  far  from  friendly  to  the  Papal 
doctrine  of  infallibility;  Austria  too  intent  on 
keeping  peace  with  a  nation  flushed  with  vic¬ 
tory,  and  guarded,  by  the  best  equipped  stand¬ 
ing  txoif  hi  sail  Sterop*,  give  to  Germs uj  the 


opportunity  which  she  had  sought  for  years  to 
say  to  the  Roman  Catholic  Church,  “As  a 
spiritual  powpr  you  can  continue  In  Germany, 
j  but  as  a  temporal  power,  claiming  equal  au¬ 
thority  with  the  laws  of  the  Empire,  you  here¬ 
by  receive  notice  to  vacate  the  State  or  obey 
its  laws.  Henceforth  the  German  Empire 
assumes  full  control  of  its  citizens,  and  the 
Apostolic  Empire  must  conform  to  the  new 
order  of  things.” 

By  its  recent  acts  toward  the  Romish  Church, 
Germany  simply  proclaims  its  Independence 
and  asserts  its  sovereignty.  Henceforth  the 
German  citizen,  whether  he  be  a  bishop,  a 
priest  or  a  layman,  can  appeal  for  protection 
to  the  State  against  the  rigors  or  injustice  of 
ecclesiastical  law.  If  the  Pope  of  Rome  seeks, 
through  the  bishops,  to  fine  or  Imprison  a 
Catholic  citizen,  or  to  deprive  him  of  his  honors 
or  his  property,  or  to  molest  him  in  any  way, 
the  punishment  can  only  be  inflicted  by  first 
obtaining  the  consent  of  the  punished,  and 
even  then  it  must  not  violate  the  laws  of  the 
realm.  This,  it  will  be  noted,  destroys  the 
temporal  power  of  the  Church,  and  only  the 
temporal  power;  for  it  leaves  untouched  the 
faith  which  recognizes  the  Pope  as  the  spiritual 
head  of  the  Church.  Therefore,  the  move¬ 
ment  in  Germany  is  political  and  not  religious 
in  its  character,  more  defensive  than  aggres¬ 
sive,  and  though  the  Romish  Church  through¬ 
out  the  world  may  endeavor  to  construe  it  Into 
a  movement  of  religious  persecution,  the  un¬ 
prejudiced  observer  will  see  in  it  nothing  but 
the  exercise  of  an  inherent  right  on  the  part  of 
a  nation  to  compel  all  Church  or  other  organi¬ 
zations  to  submit  to  its  laws,  and  to  enjoy 
their  forms  of  worship  on  the  basis  of  equality, 
each  entitled  to  respect  and  protection,  and  all 
required  to  conform  to  the  laws  of  the  only 
temporal  sovereign,  the  State. 

VATICANISM. 

To  better  understand  the  causes  which  have 
led  to  the  suppression  of  the  temporal  power 
of  the  Roman  Church,  or  to  the  subordination 
of  the  Apostolic  Empire  or  Roman  Hierarchy 
to  the  civil  laws  of  the  German  Empire,  we 
should  first  understand  the  character  of  Vati¬ 
canism,  the  power  from  which  the  Hierarchy 
derives  its  authority,  and  on  which  it  bases  its 
claims  to  make  its  own  laws  and  to  annul  those 
of  the  State  which  in  any  way  interfere  with 
Us  prerogatives. 

What  is  Vaticanism  I  To  give  a  detailed  an¬ 
swer  that  would  cover  all  its  claims  and  set 
forth  all  its  pretensions  to  the  exercise  of  tem¬ 
poral  authority,  would  fill  a  volume.  The 
briefest,  reply  is  the  one  most  comprehensive. 
Vaticanism  is  Fup&i  authority  in  its  organized 
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form,  or  the  will  of  the  Vatican  as  expressed  | 
through  canonical  and  ecclesiastical  laws;  a 
system  arrogating  to  Itself  the  divine  right  of 
governing,  troth  in  politics  and  religion,  the 
whole  domain  of  Roman  Catholic  Christendom. 
The  Vatican  decrees  are  held  to  be  the  supreme 
command  of  God,  through  the  Pope,  to  his 
faithful  subjects,  to  be  obeyed  by  them  on  all 
questions  of  faith  and  morals,  of  civil  and 
religious  duty .  Therefore,  whatever  the  Vati¬ 
can  decrees  becomes  a  law,  imperative,  abso¬ 
lute,  to  be  obeyed  and  not  to  be  gainsaid  by 
any  within  the  province  of  the  Romish  Church. 

What  is  the  nature  of  its  power  f  How  far 
can  Vaticanism  go  In  the  government  of  a 
people  t  These  are  questions  on  which  Catho¬ 
lics  are  divided,  and  the  solution  ef  which  i« 
continually  affecting  the  unity  of  the  Church. 
The  majority  of  the  adherents  of  the  Hosaish 
Church  believe  in  the  universal  or  supreme 
authority  of  Vaticanism,  are  loyal  to  its  de¬ 
crees,  and  subordinate  their  allegiance  to  their 
country  to  their  higher  allegiance  to  the  Pope, 
recognizing  in  him  the  only  sovereign  who 
derives  nis  authority  from  God,  who  through 
such  derivation  has  the  right  to  command 
their  allegiance. 

Other  Catholics,  no  less  sincere  1b  their  de¬ 
votion  to  the  Church  tirau  the  ones  mentioned, 
hold  to  the  doctrine  that  Vaticanism  has  no 
relation  to  the  State,  except  through  the  force 
of  example;  that  its  province  is  spiritual,  and 
not  in  any  sense  political,  and  that,  the  Vati¬ 
can  decreet,  are  simply  directory  in  their  char¬ 
acter,  confined  to  Church  discipline,  and  have 
ao  binding  force  over  a  citizen  in  hie  relations 
to  the  State  In  which  he  claims  citizenship.  ( 

Here  we  have  a  division  ©f  opinion  In  a 
Church  that  recognizee  a  common  head.  Both 
sides  of  the  question  admit  the  spiritual  au¬ 
thority  of  the  Pope  as  the  head  of  the  Church  ; 
both  agree  in  all  matters  of  discipline,  but  a 
line  divides  them  on  a  question  oi  temporal 
power,  the  one  claiming  him  to  be  above  the 
princes  of  the  earth,  the  other  asserting  that 
be  has  no  political  power.  In  Germany  this 
division  is  marked  and  has  led  to  a  serious 
split  in  the.  Church.  The  result  bait  been  the 
dissenters  from  the  accepted  meaning  aud 
scope  of  Vaticanism  have  banded  together,  aud 
under  the  name  of  Old  Catholics  are  daily 
gaining  converts  to  what  they  deem  the  only 
true  doctrine  on  which  Catholicism  can  stand. 
But  as  these  dissenters  or  Old  Catholics  are 
largely  in  the  minority,  we  must  accept  the 
assumption  of  Vaticanism,  of  its  right  to 
supremacy  over  civil  law  as  the  vital  point  at 
issue  between  the  German  Government  and  the 
Church  of  Rome. 

Gladstone,  in  speaking  of  these  Vatican  de¬ 
grees,  says:  “In  the  presence  of  these  decrees 
It  Is  no  longer  possible  for  English  Catholics 
to  pay  to  their  sovereign  a  full  and  undivided 
allegiance.”  And  again:  “The  Vatican  de¬ 
crees  do,  in  the  strictest  sense,  establish  for 
the  Pope  a  supreme  command  over  loyalty  and 
civil  duty.”  And  again  he  says  with  great 
deafness: 

“It  Is,  in  iny  opinion,  an  entire  mistake  to 
suppose  that  theories  like  those  of  which 
Rome  is  the  centre,  are  not  operative  on  the 
thoughts  and  actions  of  men.  An  army  of 
teachers,  the  largest  and  most  compact  In  the 
world,  is  ever  sedulously  at  work  to  bring 
them  into  practice.  Within  our  hue  they 
have  moat  powerful!”,  as  well re  inju- 
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riously,  altered  the  spirit  and  feeling  of  the  j 
Romaa'Churchat  large;  and  it  will  be  strange,  ■ 
indeed,  if,  having  done  bo  much  in  the  last* 
half  century,  they  shall  effect  nothing  In  the  fl 
next.” 

IIS  TBKFORiX  FCWES  OF  it OMB. 

It  is  with  this  power  of  Vaticanism — teach- 1 
Ing  to  German  subjects  the  fatal  doctrine  of  * 
Papal  infallibility;  dividing  them  in  their  lay-® 
alty  to  the  Empire;  disturbing  them  in  their  I 
civil  relations  to  the  realm,  and  sowing  seeds  1 
of  political  and  religious  dissensions— that  Bis-  I 
march  has  to  deal.  ~  It  has  been  said  that  Bis  9 
cnarek  is  the  power  behind  the  throne,  but  this  9 
is  true  only  in  the  sense  of  his  representative  j 
character.  la  this  Bismarck  represents  the-® 
spirit  of  progressive  Germany;  the  soul  of  the  9 
new  Empire  that  !s_ahaking  off  the  chains  of  ® 
the  past,  and  rising  up  like  a  youthful  giant  go  i 
enjoy  it*  liberties,  enforce  its  righto,  and  be-  ® 
come  the  leader  among  the  nations  of  Europe,® 
It  Is  the  irrepressible  spirit  of  the  German  peo-  * 
pie  who  long  to  see  the  Empire  supreme  within 
Its  own  borders  that  Impels  Bismarck,  as  Its  j 
best  and  most  courageous  representative,  to  "J 
lead  the  movement,  not  against  the  Catholic  ” 
faith,  but  against  the  temporal,  power  which ® 
Vaticanism  or  Papal  authority  has  exercised.® 
over  the-  civil  law  for  more  than  hal  f  a  een-  9 
turv .  9 

The  movement  is  not  a  sudden  one.  It  is  'i 
the  result  of  deliberate  judgment  formed  from  1 
the  experience  of  years,  heading  German  ■ 
statesmen  for  the  past  twenty  years  have  seen'® 
in  the  assumption  of  the  Romish  Hierarchy  a  & 
danger  which  would  eventually,  unless  j 
|  checked,  destroy  the  integrity  of  the  State,® 
They  aw,  with  alarm,  a  Church  which  had® 
been  invited  to  enjoy  the  freedom  accorded  by  ? 
Prussian,  laws  to  other  Churches,  abusing  the* 
spirit  of  toleration,  and  transforming  what® 
was  granted  as  a  privilege  into  a  divine  right 
above  the  laws  of  the  realm  and  responsible® 
only  to  Rome.  They  beheld  a  Church  which  1 
had  come  to  them  bumbled,  shattered,  destl-  ,, 
tute,  glad  to  accept  their  hospitality  and  the  „ 
protection  of  their  liberal  laws,  grow  ,  not  In 
sympathy  with  the  nation  which  sheltered  it,  ^ 
but  m  sympathy  with  a  foreign  potentate, 
whose  commands  taught  its  followers-  not  o 
gratitude  and  loyalty  to  Prussia,  but  supreme 
loyalty  to  Home. 

From  1321  to  1837  the  Roman  Church  quietly  ■ 
j  acquiesced  In  those  civil  laws  which  Prussia 
|  had  established  for  her  own  safety.  In  fact,  j , 
one  of  the  conditions  on  which  the  Romish 
Church  was  re-established  in  Prussia,  shortly] 
after  1315,  was  a  willing  submisssion  to  Prus® 

I  aian  laws.  This  was  cheerfully  given,  and  the 
j  Church  and  State  lived  in  harmony  until  about 
|  1844,  when  the  secret  intrigues  of  the  On!  r 
|  of  Jesuits  began  to  bear  fruits  in  the  shape  oh 
new  demands  and  aggressions  on  the  part  ofj- 
:  the  Church.  The  constitution  of  1850  gave 
;  the  Papal  Hierarchy  its  first  stronghold  upon 
the  State.  Under  the  plausible  plea  of  “the 
freedom  of  the  Church,”  it  secured  certain 
rights  which  became  the  levers  to  overturn  re  . 
strictions  placed  upon  it.  The  power  of  super¬ 
vision,  still  retained  by  Prussia  In  her  constitu¬ 
tion  of  1850,  soon  became  a  dead  letter,  fco  iar 
as  it  applied  to  the  Romish  Hierarchy,  aud  the 
Church  as  it  grew  In  strength  Increased  in  arro¬ 
gance,  until  its  pretensions  ot  authority  and 
*p.r  leftauc.-  of  law  made  it  absolutely  nece» 


ttrj  for  the  State  V*  jarrenier  It*  authority  to 
Rome,  or  at,  once  Sake  such  itepr.  is  would 
subordinate  the  Romish  Church  to  the  game 
laws  which  governed  other  religious  organiza¬ 
tions  in  the  reals.. 

The  measures  necessary  to  restrict  Papal 
authority  were  delayed  from  year  to  year. 
Italy  under  the  finger  of  the  Pope;  Austria 
obedient  to  hie  commands;  France  the  natural 
enemy  of  Prussia,  and  goverened  by  Napoleon, 
Who  drew  hi®  inspiration  from  Rome,  made  the 
work  of  fee! (-protection  not  only  hazardous  to 
the  peace  of  the  realm,  but  perilous  to  natiostai 
existence. 

In  the  meantime  the  Papal  Hierarchy  grew 
in  boldness,  and  became  more  exacting  in  its 
demands.  Romish  Bishops  entered  G-overn- 
ment  schools  and  instructed  teacher®  appointed 
and  paid  ior  by  the  State  what  they  should  aad 
what  they  should  not  teach.  When  called  to 
an  account  for  this  abuse  of  a  supervising 
privilege  granted  them  they  arrogantly  replied 
that  every  Catholic  teacher  *as  subject  to 
their  control,  and  tbts.not  through  th6  'awsof 
Prussia,  but  under  the  Jaws  of  the  Church 

TEV  CONFLICT  A  POLTTICiX,  OK*. 

The  Romish  organ*  of  Papacy  have  endeav¬ 
ored  to  transform  the  purely  defensive  and  po¬ 
litical  po)' "j  ot  Germany  into  a  bitter  perse¬ 
cution  of  the  Catholic  Church.  Nothing  could 
be  .der  from  the  truth,  lor  the  Catholic 
Church  to-day  enjoys  equal  privileges  in  Ger¬ 
many  with  the  Evangelical  Church,  its  lib¬ 
erty  of  conscience  has  not  been  interfered  with; 
its  forms  of  worship  remain  the  same  as  ever; 
the  persons  >f  its  priests  and  bishops  are  pro¬ 
tected,  and  its  1 4 ,1)00 , 000  of  followers  have  ail 
the  rights  accorded  to  the  25,000,000  who  wor 
ship  under  the  forms  of  the  Evangelical 
Church.  In  fact,  religious  and  civil  liberty 
were  never  greater  in  Germany  than  in  the 
presence  of  this  movement,  which  seek®  to  in¬ 
crease  ;  >  "•«)•  -  f  irly  by  removing  from  the 
-'late  a  tyranny,  which,  in  the  name  of  God 
and  the  Church,  proclaims  Itself  not  only  the 
owner  of  the  citizen’s  conscience,  but  the  God- 
appolnt.ed  judge,  over  and  above  the  nation 
itself.  Therefore,  it  should  be  borne  in  mind, 
in  order  to  form  a  correct  idea  of  the  German 
movement,  that  the  legislation  ot  Prussia  and 
the  Empire  is  directed,  not  against  the  Catho¬ 
lic  faith,  but  against  a  Hierarchy,  which  pro¬ 
claims  ecclesiastical  law  to  be  above  the  civil 
and  the  Pope  above  the  King. 

The.  whole  question  wae  plainly  stated  by 
Bismarck  in  his  speech  of  March  10, 1873.  lie 
said  ; 

“In  my  opinion,  the  question  with  which  we 
are  occupied  It  falsified,  and  'he  light  in  which 
we  view  ir  is  likewise  false,  when  it  is  repre¬ 
sented  as  a  question  of  Church  or  of  confes¬ 
sion.  It  is  really  a  political  question,  it  has 
nothing  to  do  with  the  struggle  of  an  Evan¬ 
gelical  dynasty  against  the  Catholic  Church — 
though  tome  would  persuade  our  Catholic 
fellow-citizens  that  this  is  the  issut ;  it  does 
not  enter  into  the  strife  between  faith  and  un¬ 
belief;  it  is  concerned  only  with  the  immemo¬ 
rial  conflict  of  authority — old  as  the  human 
race — the  conflict  between  kingship  and  priest - 
ism.  *  *  *  *  The  Papacy  has  ever  been 

a  political  power  which,  with  the  greatest 
audacity,  and  with  momentous  consequences, 
has  interfered  in  the  affairs  of  this  world; 
which  has  striven  -after  such  encroachment, 


- 

avso  held  this  view  a®  its  programme.  Thai 
pragrAmme  i®  well  understood.  The  goa.’ 
which,  like  the  Frenchman's  dream  of  an  un 
broken  Rhine  boundary,  floats  before  the  Papai 
power — the  programme  which,  in  the  time  ot 
the  mediaeval  emperors,  was  near  its  realiza¬ 
tion,  is  t  he  subjection  of  the  civil  power  to  the 
ecclesiastical  A  high  political  aim;  an  en 
aeavor  which,  however,  u  as  old  as  humanity, 
since  -.here  have  always  been  either  shrewd 
men  or  actual  priests  who  have  put  forth  the 
pretension  that  the  will  of  God  was  more  in 
v  imat  '-iy  known  to  them  than  to  their  fellows 
and  thsr  upon  the  ground  of  this  pretension 
they  had  the  right  to  rule  their  fellows;  and 
that  this  position  is  the  basis  of  the  Papal 
pretension  tr.  sovereignty  is  well  known." 

fh  .acid  statement  of  Bismarck  gives  the 
key  to  be  conflict  now  going  on  in  Germany 
between  Church  and  State,  or,  as  the  illua 
trioue  statesman  gives  it,  between  kingship 
and  priesfesm . 

In  a  speech  delivered  in  Glasgow,  Scotland, 
October  7,  1874.  Dr.  Joseph  P.  Thompson,  of 
Berlin,  tirss  referred  to  the  movement  : 

“The  oniiict  i»  not  with  the  Church  of 
Rome,  as  an  ecclesiastical  communion,  but 
with  the  political  doings  of  the  Ultramontane 
party  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Church;  theii 
defiance  of  the  law®;  their  open  contempt  of 
the  civil  authority;  their  open  and  secret  plot 
!  tings  against  the  Empire.  *  *  *  Alabored 
attempt  has  been  made  through,  the  press  o} 
this  country  to  convey  the  impression  that  the 
Homan  Catholic  Church  is  persecuted  in  Ger- 
nru.ny;  and  Dr.  Manning  has  gone  so  far  as  to 
say  tha  in  Germany  there  is  witnessed  to-day 
the  mi  -t  despotic '  persecution  oi  the  Church 
that  has  been  known  since  the  days  of  Diode 
'rian.  >s  an  impartial  observer  during  the 
w  bole  age  of  this  conflict,  I  do  most  solemnly 
i  and  emphatically  deny  that  there  Is  any  per 
•  seeution  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Church  in 
j  German?.  1  deny  that  any  man  in  Germany 
is  persecuted,  either  as  an  officer  or  member 
|  of  that  Church,  or  is  dealt  with  by  law  for 
anything  that  belongs  to  him  or  concerns 
i  him  in  his  simple  and  proper  capacity  as  h 
j  believer  in  that  faith,  or  a  worshiper  in  that 
Church  ■  and  I  venture  to  say  that  Dr.  Man 
ning  knows  that  as  well  as  I  do.  *  *  * 

'  The  quarrel  with  the  bishop®  in  Germany  is 
!  not  that  (key  believe  in  the  infallibility  of  the 
(  Pope  nor  That  they  openly  teach  this  doctrine, 
|  but  that  they  use  the  opprobium  of  ecclesiasti 
1  cal  censure  to  compel  other  men  to  believe 
and  to  teach  this  dogma,  or  to  excite  the  igno 
rant  and  superstitions  against,  the  school  sys- 
!  tent  provided  by  the  Government,  because  this 
cannot  be  used  for  propagating  the  decrees  o! 

I  the  Vatican  Council.  *  *  With  the 

j  spiritual  discipline  of  the  Romish  Church,  as  s 
i  society  within  itself,  the  Government  does  noi 
!  interierc.  In  that  matter  each  Church  is  left 
in  the  independent  use  of  its  powers.  But  the 
|  Government  does  forbid  the  use  of  physical 
I  pains  and  material  penalties — such  as  fines, 
|  imprisonments,  <fec. — to  enforce  ecclesiastical 
censures.  Above  all,  the  Prussian  Govern 
|  merit  will  not  suffer  the  officers  of  a  foreign 
i  politico-ecclesiastical  power— Romish  Jesuits 
and  the  like — to  use  ecclesiastical  threats  and 
penalties  for  the  purpose  of  inciting  and 
arraying  its  own  subject®  against  itself.  It 
will  uot  sutler  an  ecclesiastical  camp, 
armed  with  pain®  and  penalties,  to  be 
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organize#  against  liberty  ®{  the  person 
or  peace  of  the  realm.  *  *  *  The  State 
is  sovereignty  and  cannot  admit  any  other 
sovereignty,  temporal  or  spiritual,  between 
its  subjects  and  itself.  You  cannot  forget  the 
time  in  the  history  of  Scotland  and  England 
when  the  Pope  held  the  scales  between  the  two 
nations,  and  when  the  Papal  Legate  made 
peace  or  war  for  this  island.  That  dictation  of 
Lome  is  attempted  to  be  forced  upon  Germany 
in  our  time,  and  I  feel  that  in  this  warfare  Ger¬ 
many  is  fighting  your  battle  over  again.  She 
has  now  been  put  in  front  of  the  field.  Had 
she  failed  in  her  last  war,  Victor  Emanuel 
would  not  how  be  in  Rome;  France  would  be 
propping  up  the  Papal  power  with  her  bayo¬ 
nets,  arid  threatening  the  peace  of  Europe  with 
"the  decrees  of  the  Vatican  Council  in  arms;  the 
Jesuits  would  have  a  million  soldiers  at  their 
backs,  and  the  Pope  wouid  feel  himself  not 
only  infallible,  but  Invincible.  It  is  because 
Germany  has  defeated  all  this  that  Germany  is 
bated  at  Rome.  It  is  because  the  Empire  has 
been  erected,  binding  all  the  German  States 
under  the  lead  of  the  most  powerful  Protestant 
power  of  Europe,  that  the  Ultramontane®  are 
struggling  to  undo  the  work  of  the  last  four 
years.” 

la  the  extracts  quoted  we  have  a  plain  state¬ 
ment  of  the  question  st  Issue,  and  the  high 
authority  of  the  one  who  gives  it  entitles  it  to 
confidence  aud  belief. 

Therefore,  nothing  c&»  be,  clearer  to  the  im¬ 
partial  mind  than  the  assertion  already  made, 
that  the  conflict  In  Germany  la  purely  a  politi¬ 
cal  one,  having  no  bearing  whatever  on  re¬ 
ligion,  except  so  far  as  it  denies  to  one  of  its 
leading  branches  the  assumption  of  a  power 
which  belongs  not  to  religion,  but  exclusively 
to  the  political  or  civil  power  of  the  State. 

PAPAL  SITPEEMACT  TO  BE  FEABED  BT  OEE- 
MANT. 

There  are  many  people  who  regard  the  re¬ 
ligious  legislation,  »o  called,  in  Germany,  as  un¬ 
called  for.  They  claim  that  Papacy  means 
peace,  and  that  the  growth  of  the  Romish 
Church,  with  ali  its  assumption  of  power  over 
its  members  and  society,  is  compatible  with 
the  highest  degree  of  civil  liberty. 

As  a  theory  of  faith  this  may  be  correct,  but 
the  experience  of  centuries  proves  it  wrong  in 
practice.  The  history  of  the  world,  if  it 
teaches  anything,  teaches  this  one  fact,  that 
Papal  supremacy  over  the  civil  law  is  incon¬ 
sistent  with  the  enjoyment  &Dd  existence  of 
civil  and  religious  liberty. 

Historical  facts  crowd  upon  us  when  we  seek 
the  proof  of  this  statement.  From  the  de¬ 
thronement  of  Henry  the  IV,  of  Germany,  by 
authority  of  Pope  Gregory  VII,  in  the  eleventh 
century,  down  to  the  compromise  treaty  at 
Westphalia,  in  1618,  not  only  the  soil  of  Ger¬ 
many,  but  the  soil  of  all,  nations  under  Romish 
domination,  was  drenched  in  the  blood  shed 
in  those  civil  wars,  waged  by  Romanism,  in 
the  name  of  the  Pope,  as  the  Vicar  of  Christ, 
against  all  who  refused  to  accept  the  dogma 
of  the  Papal  Hierarchy. 

Whatever  may  be  the  intentions  of  Roman 
Catholicism,  in  the  nineteenth  century,  the 
persecution  carried  on  in  its  name  and  by  its 
sanction,  for  more  than  ten  centuries,  are  his¬ 
torical  facts, and  as  such  cannot  be  Ignored.  The 
past  is  too  often  a  faithful  index  of  the  future, 
and  what  the  Romish  Church  has  been  in 


8pals«,  France,  England  and  Gerssofcy,  whe* 
it  had  control  of  the  temporal  power  of  those 
kingdoms,  it  may  be  again  if  vested  with  like 
authority.  The  horrors  of  the  Spanish  inquisi¬ 
tion,  the  massacre  of  St.  Bartholomew,  in 
which  70,0t)0  unbelievers  in  the  Romish  faith 
were  slain  In  cold  blood;  the  persecutions  Id 
England,  under  the  reign  of  bloody  Mary,  and 
the  horrible  cruelties  which  characterized  the 
Papal  force  during  the  thirty  years’  war, 
which  devastated  and  impoverished  Germany, 
are  but  single  counts  in  the  long  list  of  indict¬ 
ments  which  stand  against  the  past  record  of 
the  Romish  Church. 

We  do  not  say  that  these  persecutions  find 
defense  or  justification  among  the  intelligent 
Roman  Catholics  of  the  present  age,  or  were 
indorsed  at  the  time  by  all  within  the  Church, 
but  we  do  say  that  they  illustrate  the  tyranni¬ 
cal  power  of  the  Roman  Hierarchy  when  pos¬ 
sessed  with  supreme  authority,  and  foreshadow 
the  policy  which  would  agaih  be  adopted  if  the 
Jesuitical  or  Ultramontane  branch  of  the 
Church  should  be  restored  to  power. 

Of  all  nations  in  Europe,  Germany  has 
good  reason  to  dread  the  ascendancy  of  Papal 
authority.  Her  central  position  has  made  her 
the  battle  field  of  nearly  every  great  war  that 
has  desolated  the  Continent.  Her  soil  has 
been  reddened  with  the  blood  of  her  noblest 
sons,  whose  only  crime  was  thslr  refusal  to 
obey  the  decrees  of  the  Pope. 

Germany  can  never  forget  the  humiliating 
spectacle  of  &  GermaE  Emperor — Henry  IV, 
(1.077,)  crossing  the  Alps  la  the  dead  of  win¬ 
ter  to  obey  the  summons  of  Pope  Gregory  VII; 
his  waiting  for  three  days,  barefooted  and 
poorly  clad,  in  an  outer  court  of  the  Castle  of 
Oanossa  before  the  haughty  Prelate  would 
grant  him  an  audience.  Nor  has  she  forgotten 
the  thirty  years’  bloody  war  which  followed 
the  Papal  dethronement  of  her  Sovereign.  Nor 
ha6  she  erased  from  her  memory  the  struggle 
of  nearly  a  century,  when  the  Hohenstauien 
Emperors  (1138-1254)  stood  like  a  wall  of  fire 
between  her  conscience  and  the  legions  of  Pa¬ 
pacy. 

The  land  which  gave  birth  to  Luther,  which 
poured  out  its  blood  like  water  to  sustain  the 
reformation,  (1517,)  which  suffered  under 
Charles  V  (15-47)  and  Ferdinand  H  (1619-’37) 
horrors  unparalleled  in  the  history  of  the 
Church,  and  which,  through  the  17th  and  18th 
centuries,  has  been  torn  and  rent  asunder 
by  fierce  wars  Instigated  by  Papal  Intrigue, 
bas  a  natural  right  to  be  jealous  of  her 
liberties  and  to  be  on  her  guard  against  the 
ascendancy  of  a  power  which  has  caused  so 
much  suffering  In  the  past.  To  the  people  of 
this  free  land  the  present,  attitude  of  Germany 
toward  the  Romish  Church  may  appear  to  be 
one  of  selfishness,  but  to  the  Empire,  which 
builds  upon  the  experience  of  ten  centuries,  it 
has  become  one  of  political  necessity.  Free 
from  Papal  domination, Germany  has  a  brilliant 
career  before  her — one  that  will  arouse  the 
pride  of  her  children  and  their  descendants 
throughout,  the  world.  To-day  she  stands 
proudly  erect  in  her  new  manhood,  not  to 
persecute  or  shackle  a  doctrine  of  la-ith,  but  to 
declare  civil  and  religious  liberty  throughout 
her  borders;  to  declare  the  supremacy  of  her 
civil  laws  over  those  which,  in  the  name  of 
the  Church,  would  undermine  her  authority, 
weaken  her  unity  and  eventually  destroy  her 
liberty. 


OuS  BOCTSIS'SE  BBVITXK. 

The  reign  of  Charles  the  Great,  or,  as  he  is 
more  familiarly  known,  Charlemagne,  forms 
the  connecting  link  between  ancient  and 
modern  history.  He  was  the  most  famous  of 
French  Kings,  and  from  his  reign  may  be 
dated  the  tirst  assumption  of  power  by  the 
Pope  of  Rome  over  the  sovereignty  of  Ger¬ 
many. 

If  history  is  to  be  believed,  this  King  re¬ 
ceived  from  the  hands  of  the  Pope  the  crown 
and  title,  “Emperor  of  the  West.”  The  story 
as  told  by  Goodrich,  the  historian,  ruu6  in  this 
wise  :  In  the  year  800,  Charlemagne  visited 
Rome,  and  the  Pope,  as  a  testimony  of  his 
giatitude  for  the  benefits  he  had  received,  re¬ 
solved  to  confer  upon  him  the  title  of  “Em¬ 
peror  of  the  West."  But  this  he  intended  as 
a  surprise  for  the  King.  Accordingly,  on 
Christmas  day,  when  the  great  church  at 
Rome  was  crowded  with  people  of  various  na¬ 
tions,  the  Pope  came  softly  behind  the  King, 
as  he  knelt  before  the  altar,  and  placed  a 
crown  upon  his  head.  The  lofty  dome  re¬ 
sounded  with  the  cry,  “Long  life  to  Charles 
the  August,  crowned  by  the  hand  of  God? 
Long  life  to  the  Great  Emperor  of  the  Ro¬ 
mans  I”  The  extent  of  this  ruler’s  empire 
may  be  jsdgSd,  when  we  6ay  that  it  covered 
all  the  territory  now  occupied  by  Italy,  Ger¬ 
many,  Hungary,  Bohemia,  Poland,  half  of 
Spain,  and  all  of  France. 

From  the  reign  of  Charlemagne  to  the  pres¬ 
ent  the  Papal  power  has  never  relinquished, 
except  by  force  of  arms,  this  claim  of  supreme 
sovereignty  over  tho  German  empire.  If  Napo¬ 
leon  Ill  had  been  successful  in  his  attempted 
conquest  of  Germany,  Pope  Pius  IX  would  have 
conferred  upon  him  a  crown  and  title  equal  to 
that  which  more  than  a  thousand  years  before 
had  been  given  to  Charlemagne. 

This  claim  to  temporal  sovereignty  is  as 
strong  now  as  it  was  then.  The  following  ex 
tract  from  the  bull  of  excommunication  against 
Henry  IV  by  Gregory  VH  (1076)  is  wiiat  Is 
now  claimed  at  Rome,  with  the  additional 
force  imparted  to  it  by  the  doctrine  of  infalli¬ 
bility,  which  has  been  accepted  by  the  Romish 
church  ae  a  dogma  of  faith: 

“Now  I  beseech  you,  oh  most  holy  fathers 
and  princes,  cause  that  all  the  w'orld  may  un¬ 
derstand  and  know  that  if  ye  are  able  to 
bind  and  loose  in  heaven,  ye  are  able  upon 
earth  to  give  and  take  away  empires,  king¬ 
dom*.  principalities,  marquisales,  duchies, 
countships,  and  the  possessions  of  all  men,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  deserts  of  each.  Often,  indeed, 
have  ye  taken  away  patriarchates,  primacies, 
archbishoprics  and  bishoprics  from  the  evil 
and  unworthy,  and  have  bestowed  these  upon 
men  of  true  piety.  If,  then  ye  judge  spiritual 
things,  what  must  not  be  believed  of  your 
power  over  wordly  things?  And  if  ye  judge 
the  angels  who  rule  over  all  proud  princes, 
what  can  you  not  do  to  their  slaves?” 

A  6  a  logical  sequence  to  this  assumption  of 
Gregory  VII,  we  have  the  subsequent  deposi¬ 
tion  of  Frederick  II  by  Pope  innocent  IV, 
(1246,)  delivered  in  the  presence  of  140  prelates 
assembled  at  the  Council  of  Lyons.  After  re¬ 
citing  the  offense  of  Frederick  against  the 
Church,  Innocent  declares: 

“That  because  of  his  iniquities  the  Etnperor 
has  been  set  aside  by  God  from  the  sovereignty 
of  which  he  has  proved  himself  so  unworthy, 
and  is  stripped  of  all  his  honors  and  dignities, 


which  judgraent  the  apostolic  Sco  doth  »«w 
pronounce  and  enforce,  absolving  all  from  their 
oath  of  allegiance  to  him,  threatening  with 
excommunication  all  who  shall  in  any  way 
acknowledge  or  uphold  him  ae  emperor  or  as 
king,  and  summoning  the  electors  of  the  em¬ 
pire  to  choose  at-  once  a  successor  to  it*  now 
deposed  and  anathematized  bead.” 

But  Papal  assumption  was  never  put  in  a 
stronger  light  than  by  Boniface  YIH,  (1294,) 
in  his  famous  bull,  “Gnam  Sanetam:” 

“The  Pope  has  two  swords — the  spiritual 
and  the  temporal;  the  one  to  be  wielded  by 
the  Church,  the  other  for  the  Church;  the  ona 
by  the  priesthood,  the  other  by  Icings  and 
soldiers,  but  this  only  on  the  hint  or  the  suf¬ 
ferance  of  the  priest.  One  sword,  however, 
must  be  uuder.  the  other,  and  the  temporal 
authority  must  be  subject  to  the  spiritual 
power.  As  saith  the  apostle,  ‘There  is  no 
power  but  of  God;  the  powers  that  be  are 
ordered  of  God;’  but  they  would  not.  be  in 
in  order  unless  one  sword  were  under  the 
other.  If  the  temporal  power  goes  astray, 
then  must  it  oA  rectified  by  the  spiritual;  if 
such  a  power  ill-treats  those  that  are  under 
it,  it  has  a  judge  in  the  higher  spiritual  power; 
but  thiE  which  is  highest  of  all  can  be  judged 
by  God  only,  not  by  any  man,  as  saith  the 
apostle:  ‘he  that-  is  spiritual  judgethall  things, 
yet  he  him6elf  is  judged  of  no  man.’  Where¬ 
fore,  we  do  declare,  proclaim,  decree  and  de¬ 
termine  hereby  that  every  human  creature  is 
subject  to  the  Roman  Pope,  and  that  none  can 
be  saved  who  doth  not  believe.” 

That  this  doctrine  of  tsmporal  supremacy  is 
still  adhered  to  by  the  Ultramontane  school  of 
Romanism,  and  is  advocated  by  some  of  the 
most  illustrious  bishops  of  the  Church,  is  a 
fact  of  which  we  have  abundant  evidence.  In 
a  sermon  preached  in  the  Pro-Cathedral  at 
Kenningston,  October  9, 1864,  Dr.  Manning, 
speaking  ae  for  the  Pope,  put  into  his  mouth 
the  following:  “I  acknowledge  no  civil  power; 
I  am  the  subject  oi  no  prince;  and  I  claim  more 
than  this.  I  claim  to  be  the  supreme  judge 
and  director  of  the  consciences  of  men;  of  the 
peasant  that  tills  the  field,  and  of  the  prince 
that  sits  upon  the  throne;  of  the  household 
that  lives  in  the  shade  of  privacy,  and  the 
legislator  that  makes  laws  for  kingdoms;  I  am 
the  sole,  last  supreme  judge  of  what  is  right 
aud  wrong.” 

This  is  the  power — illustrated  in  the  senti¬ 
ments  that  are  quoted — against  which  the 
German  Empire,  with  Prussia  as  its  leading 
spirit,  is  acting  to-day.  Germany  is  in  ear¬ 
nest.  !  In  the  language  of  the  Emperor  Wil¬ 
liam  to  Earl  Russell :  “The  duty  devolves 
upon  me  of  leading  the  nation  once  more  in 
the  war  maintained  in  former  times,  for  cen¬ 
turies  long,  bv  the  German  Emperors  against 
a  Power  whose,  domination  has  never  iu  any 
country  been  found  compatible  with  the  Iree- 
doin  and  the  welfare  of  nations — a  power 
which,  if  victorious  in  our  days,  would  im¬ 
peril,  but  not  in  Germany  alone,  the  blessings 
of  the  Reformation,  liberty  of  conscience,  and 
the  authority  of  law.” 

TIIE  EMPIRE — ITS  RELIGION.  ETC. 

The  geographical  position  of  Germany  makes 
it  naturally  the  keystone  of  the  political  sys¬ 
tem  of  Europe.  Its  central  location  has  made 
it  the  theatre  of  the  great  wars  that  for  cen¬ 
turies  past  have  .desolated  the  continent.  With 


it*  Doua.tXa.fte®  exposed  on  nearly  e»  ,-y  tside  it  !  %1,1S5.  The  iiutcxnca  of  t-Jw  parochial  ci  -ggy, 
has  offered  a  tempting  field  for  conquest.  [  of  both  recta,  mostly  arise.  from  ndowauntt, 
Until  Bismarck  welded  the  several  States  into  '  In  general,  Government  does  not  guarantee 
a  single  empire  German  unity  seemed  more  a  the  stipend,  either  of  Protestant  or*  Catholic 
chimera  than  a  possible  fact  For  a  long  j  clergymen:  hut  jn  seine  parishes  In  the 
series  o!  years  the  dream  of  a  grand  German  1  Rhenish  provinces,  the  clergy  enioy  a  public 
Empire  floated  before  the  vision  of  the  lllus--  !  oro vision. 


trious  statesmen,  but  the  reality  seemed  ira- 
.  possible  until  the  result  of  the  late  wa  r  aroused 
the  pride  lor  a  united  nationality,  and,  in  the 
hands  of  Bismarck,  made  the  Empire  an  ac¬ 
complished  fact.  The  military  prestige  of 
Prussia  made  It  tae  loading  sprit  of  the  new 
Union,  and  to  her  king, -as  the  Emperor  of 
united  Germany,  the  smaller  States  and  prin¬ 
cipalities  rendered  willing  allegiance.  The 
present  Emperor  w«  elected  by  a  vote  of  the 
Reichstag  of  the  North  German  Confedera¬ 
tion  on  the  initiative  of  all  the  reigning  princes 
of  Germany. 

The  constitution  of  the  German  Empire 
under  William  I  bears  date  April  1$,  1871. 
The  States  of  the  Empire  number  27.  The 
ijimdesrath  or  Federal  Council  numbers  59 
members  and  represents  the  individual  States 
of  Germany.  The  Reichstag  or  Diet  of  the 
Realm  represents  the  German  nation,  and 
numbers  397  deputies. 

The  census  of  December  1, 1871,  shows  the 
population  of  the  Empire  to  be  41.041,485,  di¬ 
vided  a*  follows:  Protestants,  25,579,709; 
Roman  Catholics,  14,867,463  ;  Christian  sects 
of  various  denominations,  82,155,  and  Jews, 
512,158.  In  Prussia  in  1871  65  per  cent,  of  the 
Inhabitants  were  Protestants  and  33%  per 
cent..  Roman  Catholics,  while  in  Bavaria  71 
per  cent,  were  Roman  Catholics  and  27%  per 
cent.  Protestants.  In  the  Reichsland  of  Al¬ 
sace-Lorraine  80  per  cent  were  Roman  Cath¬ 
olics  and  17%  per  cent.  Protestants. 

The  royal  family  incline  to  the  Evangelic 
faith.  In  Prussia  this  faith  is  shared  by  about 
64.87  per  cent,  of  the  people.  ‘The  Roman 
Catholic  Church  in  this  State  claims  about 
32.56  per  cent.,  and  other  creeds  2.57  per  cent . 
In  the  provinces  of  Prussia,  Pomerania, 
•Branderbunr  and  Saxony,  the  Protestant  faith 
largely  predominates,  while  In  Posen,  Silesia, 
Westphalia  and  Rhenish  Prussia,  the  Roman 
Catholics  are  in  the  majority.  The  new  prov¬ 
inces  annexed  in  1866  are  mostly  Protestant  in 
their  religious  belief.  Protestantism  is  gradually 
Increasing.  Its  proportionate  growth  is  greater 
than  that  of  Catholicism. 

The  Protestant  Church*  is  governed  by 
“cousistories”  or  boards  appointed  by  the  Gov¬ 
ernment,  one  for  each  province.  There  are  also 
■  v  uods  in  most  circles  and  provinces.  In  the 
Rhenish  provinces  it  is  fixed  by  the  concordat 
entered  into  between  the  Government  and 
Pope  Pius  VII.  But  in  every  other  part  of  the 
monarchy  the  Crown  has  reserved  to  itself  a 
control  over  the  election  of  bishop*  and  priests. 
There  were  at  the  census  of  1864  more  Roman 
Catholic  priests  than  Protestant  ministers,  the 
number  of  the  former  amounting  to  6,706,  and 
of  the  latter  to  6,531.  The  Protestants  at  the 
<ime  date  had  8,401  churches  and  1,113  other 
religious  meeting  places,  while  the  Roman 
Catholics  had  5,548  churches  and  2,587 
chapels,  besides  243  convents  and  monasteries. 

The  higher  Catholic  clergy  are  paid  by  the 
State,  the  Archbishop  of  Breslau  receiving 
61,700  a  year  and  the  other  bishops  about 

*  Statesman's  Ysar  Boat.  U7>> 


Napoleon  overthrew-  in  1806  all  that  wa*  left, 
of  the  Old  German  Empire.  Its  previous  ex¬ 
istence  *,;8  more  in  name  than  in  fact.  At 
one  time  it  was  split  up  Into  about  three  hun¬ 
dred  principalities,  each  claiming  for  itself 
absolute  authority.  Religious  wars  between 
these  small  States  kept  the  so-called  Empire 
in  a  continual  ferment.  The  new  Empire 
datee  from  the  close  of  the  Franco-Prusslan 
war.  The  military  prestige  of  the  German 
armies,  and  the  statesmanship  of  Bismarck 
welded  into  a  unit  the  fractions  which  had  so 
long  remained  apart. 

The  French  war  against  Prussia  was  most 
disastrous  to  France.  Aside  from  the  fearful 
cost,  in  life  and  treasure,  she  was  compelled  to 
pay  as  war  indemnity  to  Germany  200,000,000 
pounds  sterling.  The  wonderful  recuperative 
power  of  Franc#  is  shown  from  the  fact  that 
this  immense  sum  was  fully  paid  at  the  end  of 
September,  1873.  Besides  this  treaty  indem¬ 
nity,  Germany  received  a  tribute  from  Paris 
amounting  to  6,000,000  pounds  sterling,  and 
during  the  occupation  of  French  soil  levied! 
contributions  amounting  In  the  aggregate  to 
nearly  200,000,000  pounds  sterling.  Thus  the 
war,  instigated  by  the  Pope  in  order  to  recover 
Italy  by  the  aid  of  French  bayonets,  had  two 
results.  It  struck  into  existence  a  powerful  j 
Protestant  Empire,  the  germs  of  which  it ’I 
sought  to  crush,  and  it  crippled  almost  to  .« 
its  death  the  nation  which  was  relied  upon  by 
the  Romish  Hierarchy  to  subjugate  Europe  to  { 
the  doctrine  of  Infallibility  as  believed  by  the 
Jesuits  of  France. 

RELIGIOUS  L30I9LATIOIT  IN  GERMANY. 

It  will  be  rememi-cred  by  the  reader  that  \ 
the  doctrine  of  Papal  infallibility  was  an-  J 
nounced  at  Rome,  July  18,  1S70,  the  same 
month  and  the  same  year,  and  within  forty-  jj 
eight  hours  from  the  time,  July  10,  1870,,  when 
France,  under  Papal  Influence,  declared  war 
against  Prussia.  It  seems  hardly  probable 
that  this  remarkable  coincidence  was  acciden-  , 
tal.  The  motive  for  publishing  the  decive  of 
infallibility  was  to  weaken  Prussia  by  withdraw-  ® 
ing  Irom  her  the  sympathy  and  aid  of  Catholic  ' 
States  of  the  German  Confederation,  and  to  di¬ 
vide  her  own  subjects  on  the  question  of  alio-  ‘u 
glance  to  King  and  Pope.  But  tne  German 
Catholics  had  not  been  partial  to  Ultramon- 
tanism,  and  were  not  to  be  converted  in  a 
moment  to  a.  decree  repugnant  to  their  spirit 
of  independence.  The  old  war  spirit  was 
aroused  by  the  declaration  from  France,  aud 
most  of  the  smaller  German-  States  agreed  to 
make  common  cause  with  Prussia,  for  they 
saw  in  her  downfall  the  departure  of  their 
own  freedom.  Bavaria,  the  strongest,  Roman  i 
Catholic  State,  was  loth  to  join  the  move¬ 
ment,  but,  finaily,  by  a  majority  of  one,  joined  j 
hands  with  the  rest  of  Germany. 

Since  the  close  of  the  war,  the  OTtramout  ane 
doctrine  has  gained  ground  among  the  GerJ 
man  Catholics.  Bishops  and  others  of  in¬ 
ti  ut  nee  in  the  Church  1  ave  surrendered  their 
original  convictions,  and  given  in  a  ioyai  ad- 
jo  the  doc  is*  of  infallibility,  thus 


placing  their  allegiance  to  the  Pope  shore  | 
their  allegiance  to  the  Empire.  Many  Catho-  i 
lies— probably  about  100, n00— hare  remained 
true  to  their  old  faith,  and  these,  in  opposi¬ 
tion  to  the  Ultramontanes,  are  firmly  united 
under  the  name  of  “Old  Catholics.” 

Here  was  an  element  of  disintegration 
which,  if  not  cheeked,  would  disturb  the  peace  j 
of  the  Empire.  If  the  States  became  divided 
in  their  allegiance,  the  Catholic  States  holding 
allegiance  to  the  Pope  in  both  temporal  and 
spiritual  matters,  and  the  Protestant  States 
remaining  true  to  the  nation,  it  required  no 
prophetic,  vision  to  see  into  the  not.  far  future, 
a  disruption  of  the  Empire,  and  the  repetition, 
on  a  larger  scale,  of  the  bloody  struggles  of 
the  past.  * 

To  prevent  this  the  nation  has  exercised  the 
right  whlqh  belongs  to  it.  It  has  placed  the  | 
Kornish  Church  on  the  same  level  with  other  j 
churches.  It  has  passed  laws  to  prevent,  the 
growth  of  a  disloy  al  sentiment  in  the  Church. 
These  laws  differ  very  little  from  those  in 
force  in  Austria.  Oue  oi  them  asserts  the 
right  of  the  State  to  exercise  a  supreme  con¬ 
trol  over  the  education  oi  the  clergy. 

This  is  justified  by  the  State  on  the  grounds 
that  it-  was  originally  agreed  to  by  the  Church, 
and  Is  simply  the  revival  oi  laws  already  on 
t.he  statute  book.  Also,  on  the  grounds  that 
th6  State  pays  the  expenses  of  the  bishops  and 
has  the  right  to  supervise  their  education  and 
the  education  of  those  whom  they  appoint. 

Another  law  establishes  the  right  of  the 
State  to  superintend  the  discipline  exercised 
over  clergymen  by  the  Church. 

The  State  justifies  this  iaw  by  claiming  that  no 
discipline  should  be  exercised  over  the  clergy  to 
enforce  upon  them  a  doctrine  which  would 
array  them  against  the  State.  The  third  law 
defines  the  limits  of  the  ecclesiastical  power  to 
exercise  Church  discipline  over  laymen.  The 
State  justifies  this  on  the  ground?  that  it  has 
the  right  to  protect  its  citizens  against  any  in¬ 
vasion  of  their  personal  rights,  either  by  the 
Church  or  other  power.  The  fourth  law  lays 
down  certain  regulations  for  the  protection  of 
those  who  desire  to  leave  the  Church.  This 
law  effectually  protects  freedom  of  conscience 
throughout  the  realm. 

Another  and  more  recent  law  cuts  off  the 
endowment,  of  those  bishops  who  violate  the 
laws  of  the  realm  or  publish  decrees  received 
from  Rome,  which  have  for  their  object  the 
annulling  of  the  laws  aim  the  absolving  of 
Herman  Catholics  from  all  allegiance  to  the 
State. 

These  are  the  principal  laws  relating  to  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  Church  now  in  force  in  Ger¬ 
many.  They  trench  upon  no  private  rights, 
they  Interfere  with  no  personal  exercise  of  re¬ 
ligious  faith,  they  trammel  no  man  's  conscience; 
they  simply  tieny  to  an  organized  institution, 
having  its  fountain-head  at  Rome,  the  right 
to  exercise  the  independent  powers  of  a  king¬ 
dom  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  German  em¬ 
pire.  In  his  dispatch  to  the  United  States 
Government,  dated  July  16,  1870,  George  Ban¬ 
croft,  our  Minister  at  Berlin,  said  .  “The  sen¬ 
timent  prevails  that  Germany  is  fighting  the 
battle  of  public  liberty  and  of  independent  na- 
tioaattUes.”  So  to-day  it  may  truly  be  said 
that  in  her  legislation  to  check  the  growth  of 
UltramonfanlBm  “she  is  fighting  the  battle  of 
public  liberty  and  of  independent  natlcn&U- 
(  Ci.es 


As  the  continental  leader  in  European  civi¬ 
lization  she  deserves,  and  will  receive,  the 
sympathy  of  the  liberal-minded  and  enlight¬ 
ened  throtighout  the  world.  Armed  in  the 
cause  of  justice  and  humanity — freeing  civil 
and  religious  liberty  from  the  shackles  of  ia 
tolerance — her  attitude  is  one  of  defense  iv 
behalf  of  personal  freedom  and  the  Empire 
which  makes  It  possible. 

ULTKAMONTANISM  IN  THIS  UNITKIS  STAT8S. 

The  natural  sympathy  which  exists  between 
the  intelligent  German  and  the  intelligent 
American  makes  our  interest  in  the  present 
movement  in  Germany  national  Is.  its  charac¬ 
ter.  In  the  maintenance  of  the  German  na¬ 
tion  on  the  broad  basis  of  civil  and  religious 
liberty  we  seq  our  own  perpetuity  as  a  Repub¬ 
lic.  In  the.  triumph  or  ascendancy  of  Ultra- 
montanism  in  the  German  Empire  we  see  the 
approach  and  triumph  of  the  same  power  in 
our  own  free  land.  Our  national  interests  in 
the  checking  of  Romish  assumption  are  mu¬ 
tual;  therefore,  protection  to  Germany,  as  thst 
result  of  her  present  legislation,  means  safety 
to  America. 

It  may  be  argued  that  the  Jesuitical  or 
Ultramontane  school  of  the  Romish  Church, 
has  no  respectable  following  among  the  intel¬ 
ligent  Catholics  of  the  United  States.  While 
we  are  willing  to  admit  that  the  great  mass  of 
our  Soman  Catholic  citizens  are  loyal  t.o  our 
Government  and  not  yet,  ready  to  admit  the 
doctrine  of  Papal  infallibility  Id  the  sense  of 
temporal  or  political  supremacy,  yet  the  ex¬ 
perience  of  the  past,  few  years  proves  t  hat  the 
Romish  Church  in  this  country  is  becoming 
more  and  more,  under  the  influence  of  Ultra¬ 
montane  teachers,  hostile  .to  that  broad 
catholic  spirit  which  accords  to  all  men  the 
right  to  assert  individuality  in  both  religious 
and  political  affairs. 

Hitherto  ^he  success  of  parties  was  simply 
the  triumph  of  a  civil  policy,  without  any  re¬ 
ligious  significance  whatever.  Political  parties 
were  combinations  of  citizens  of  all  Churches 
and  every  faith,  banded  together  to  control  the 
Government,  not  In  the  interest  of  Church  and 
-creed,  but  for  the  good  of  the  whole  people. 
Nominations  were  hot  based  upon  the  religious 
opinions  of  the  candidate,  but  upon  the  gene¬ 
ral  fitness  of  the  man  to  fill  the  office.  The 
test  of  fitness  was  not  his  devotion  to  the  Cath¬ 
olic,  or  the  Presbyterian,  or  the  Methodist 
Church,  but  his  fidelity  *»  a  man  and  bis  loy¬ 
alty  as  a  citizen.  To  this  liberal  spirit,  grow¬ 
ing  out  of  the  complete  separation  of  Church 
and  State,  we  are  indebted  for  that  peace  and 
prosperity  which  have  been  enjoyed  by  each 
religious  denomination  and  every  citizen  lathe 
i land. 

CHUKCB  AND  PAST?. 

j  There  is  a  movement  on  foot,  not  yet  eryv 
i  t&iized  into  a  policy,  to  be  condemned  or  advo 
eated  by  it*  opponents  or  friends,  but  suffi- 
S  ciently  defined  in  its  object  to  excite  in  the 
j  minds  of  our  citizens  apprehension ,if  not  alarm  . 
i  We  refer  to  that  alliance  of  Church  and  party 
I  which  in  certain  localities  is  so  marked  as  to 
!  leave  no  doubt  of  its  purpose.  This  alliance 
I  ie  Use  surest  evidence  that  Ultramcutanism, 
which  has  cursed  Europe  for  centuries,  is  seek¬ 
ing  a  foothold  upon  our  soil.  Our  Catholic 
clergy  v  a  perfect  right  to  labor  and  vote 
for  the  Democratic  party,  but  they  have  no 
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force  those  who  believe  in  their  f&ifh  hut  not ! 
in  their  politics,  to  unite  with  them  at  the  ! 
ballot-box. 

Yet  the  coercive  polict  J*t  the  one  now 
adopted.  The  discipline  of  the  Church  is  to  be  j 
brought  to  bear  upon  itii  icl'  jWers,  and  the  j 
Romish  Church,  inspired  :  y  Jesuitical  teach-  j 
ingE,  is  t-0  make  common  cause  >v!J.'a  Democracy  i 
in  its  endeavor  to  overthrow  the  Republican  j 
party,  and  with  it  the  free  school  system,  which  I 
it  sustains. 

The  legislation  of  Ohio  and  New  York,  eg.  j 
pecially  their  city  legislation,  affords  strong 
proof  of  the  design  of  the  Papal  Hierarchy  to 
use  the  Democratic  party  as  the  political  lever 
to  overthrow  the  free  school  system  of  the 
land.  This  accomplished,  tk:  door  is  open  for 
the  control  of  ‘other  institutions  in  the  future, 
and  through  a  national  triumph  of  th*  pajrty 
to  which  the  Church  is  allied,  to  a  >fa,d|cal 
change  of  our  form  of  goveruoi  nt.  W  s 
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These  possibilities  should  arouse  intelligent 
citizens  of  all  creeds,  whether  of  native  nr 
foreign  birth,  to  the  danger  that  threatens  our 
country  if  the  Ultramontane  element  of  the 
Church,  through  toe  -success  of  Democracy, 
should  obtain  control  of  our  national  affairs. 
If  knowledge  of  what  has  been  done  in  Ger¬ 
many,  through  prlestism,  will  awaken  our 
peopje  to  the  designs  of  the  same  power  in 
the  United  States,  che  rirru  stand  of  Bismarck 
was  not  taken  an  hour  too  soon.  That  it  may 
attract  the  attention  of  every  American  citl- 
zeu  and  cause  him  to  labor  with  greater  fidelity 
for  the  party  that-  i3  pledged  to  the  main¬ 
tenance  of  civil  aad  religious  liberty,  the  sup¬ 
port  of  the  free  schools,  and  the  perfect  equal¬ 
ity  of  all  men  before  the  law,  la  net  only  the 
hope  of  the  writer,  but  the  prayer  of  millions 
in  Europe,  who  look  upon  our  free  Government 
as  the  young  giant  that  is  yet  to  break  the 
fetters  of  the  world’s- oppressed. 
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